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Ferndown: Fach pipe ts beautifully finished Caminettio: “La Pipa del Baffo" 
hy hand in Rrgtheamed, Handmade Caminetto pipes are the jewel of 


_ p Italian artistr; 
Ferndowns are treated with their own blend id 


of oils to give the pipe that extra special taste. 
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A Christmas pipe 
Have vou ever had a pipe so nice that you almost hated to smoke it? My father 
dic remember it distinctly. 

When | was 10 years old | wanted to buy my dad a pine for Christenas. | knew 
they wont expensive—maybe as much as $3 or 94 fora really ocx! one—ao | started 
wvinet in September. In toiid-December [ called my favorite relative, my Aunt Tira, 
For a nice into town so] could keep the whole enterprise secret fram my parents, 
As [ watched for her car to amive, mv clad was reading his evening newspaper and 
simoking some boring strakght pipe, [ would find something more interesting for 
him something big and bent, maybe even a hookah, 

“I'm going out,” | told hit 

He looked un, armused. “Going bar hopoire?" 

Yeah, a litth: chrinking, a litte gambling,” | saici. 

“Well, try to be home before dawn. [t's a school might.” 

Aunt Tina’s car pulled into the drive. “No problem,” [ said and sauntered casu- 
ally into the hall, where T pulled on my coat, slipped quietly out ant ran to the car, 
*"Drivel® | commanded. 

Mayor's Smoke Shop in Ithaca, SLY. was. wonderful stone, full of exotic tobacoo 
eres andl rary accessordes. I'd insisted | warrted to do this by myself, so Aunt Tina 
hung back, browsing the magacines winile [ looked at the pipes. A clerk soon asked 
if he could help me. 

“I'm looking for a pipe for my dad for Christmas,” | said, 

The clerk was grizzled and ancient—maybde 35 year old, which to me seemed 
about as old as anvaody could get without an bron bung. “What kind of pipes does 
he smoker 

“Mainhy straight wood pipes,” | saicl “Gut [wart to get him something citferentt, 
something his fencks will achmire anc be pealons abcrut.” 

“Well, we have some meenmchaums here that smoke very nicely,“ 

But the meerschaums didn't appeal to me. White pipes seemed even more bor- 
Ing than wood 

Then I saw it—the most perfectly fantastic pipe ever created, | could almost hear 
angels singing 25 | gazed at it in stupefied admiration. “That one,” | said, poirvting. 

“This?” said the clerk, pulling it fom the Ges. “] dort knew—it's been here for 
vears. Your dad may mot like it” 

But I knew that was impossible. No one could see this pipe and mot be smitten, 
It was shaped fike a pistol with the wooden bowl as the hancile gnip and the stem as 
the barrel, A pipe shaped ike a gun—wow! “That's the one," T said, 

“OR, Lovourre sure, It's $7.95 plus tax." 

Disappointment made my heart stop beating fora moment. | had no idea any 
pine could cost that much. “T have only $3.85," | said “Mavis | should look at those 
Whitt Pipes again” 

The derk gazed chown at me. “Tell you what. Since it’s been here so bong, I'll let 
vou have tt for 33.85, Anc if your dad doesn't like tt he can bring tt hack.” 

“Oh, he’ love tt,” T insisted. “Thank you very much.” 

And oy dad did howe it—at least he said 
he dic “Holy cow, hook at that,” he said om 
Christmas moming. “Beautifull Too nice to 
Posmoke, really.” He dick Gre it up that aiier- 
noon at my unping, fut only rarely after that. 
Tt was gratifying, thougn, that he liked it so 
much he wanted to preserve 15. newness, 
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[ Bavteriated the article and paintings 
by Tim Crowder, especially his interest 
In and painting of Cor. Jung. It espe- 
cially caught my eve since | have been 
4 Stuckemt and teacher of furig’s psy- 
chology for 40 years, During the sucri- 
merot 200) | took a sabbatical to study 


EE —————— ie ee 


PaT Readers 
RESPOND 


at the Cds, furig Institute in Resriactt 
fa suburb of 4urich), Switzerland, 
Carl Jung lived in Kosmacht for most 
of his adult Ife and along with his 
howse, church, and grave, you can 
also find the tobacco shap he patron- 
ized. Tabatiere Kusracht was a place | 
visited often after class to purchase a 
Cuban cigar, as well as Granger Pipe 
Tobacco, which the owner told me 
was fung's “tobacco of choice.” Jung 
loved his pipes, and although I did 
not have an opportunity to examine 
any, pictures show him with what 
appears to be @ Paloon pipe, and an 
abundarce of classic English briars, 
Given his tips to London, [ would 





fot be surprisect if his eollecthon car- 
tained a mumber of Dunhill, Barling, 
Comoy and other English pipes. 


Dr. William £legler 
Foareo, North Dakota 


Falcon facts 

When my new P&T arrives, the first 
thing I dois thumb through the pages 
looking at the wonderful pictures of 
the pipes. Next | always read the 
Editor's Desk offering before any arti- 
cles; | love those stories, | feel Iike 
Chuck and [ are friends even thicigh 
we have never met, [he story about 
the haunted well was fantastic! fe 


Sixten lvarrson shaped pipes tor Stanwell. Lars Wwarrson has shaped pipes tor Stanwell. 
Now; ‘anna Ivarrson shapes pipes for Stanwell. 
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Bill Taylor passes 


BY ROBERT C. HAMLIN 





A personal reminiscence of Ashton Pipes’ Bill Taylor 


The Acktaual HTOA trade show was 
held in: Dallas in 1993. [ attended and 
so did Bill Taylor of Ashton Pipes, 
Pipes Were an important product line 
to Tetall shops im the early "90s, before 
the explosion of clear usage a few 
years later and before anti-smoking 
laws oe cuet oF Tueracl, 

Ashton Pipes was celebrating 10 
years of production, having been born 
in 1983 through a joint cffort of A.D. 
Field and William John Taylor. David 
Field was the vision behind the brand 
and Was its distributor, marketer and 
Manager Der Se, David wat bad in 
the US. but really quite central to 
the omeoing success of Ashton Pipes. 
Bil] Tayior was the skill behind the 
productlon of the Ashton line, hav- 
Ing been classically trained by Alfred 
Dunhill of Londom as a pipemaker 
and of course being exposed to the 
successful marketing efforts of the 
Durhill enterprise. When you think 
of Ashton Pipes, you have to think of 
Bil] Taylor and David Fleld, as the con- 
tributions of each created the whole; 
without either of them, Ashton would 
rot PEs, 

Borin 1945, William Joti Taylor 
Carre tobe this world ata aitticult peri- 
od as World War Il Ilcft Europe with 


it 


great political aricl industrial damage, 
London had suffered preatiy at the 
hands of the Axis during the “blitz 
and again near the end of the war in 
1944 with the V1/V2 attacks. There ls 
a famous photo of the Dunhill Shop in 
London in ruins, having been directly 
hit during the blitz, with Daanhill per- 
SOTitiel Set up cutsiche on the sidewalk 
offering whakbever wares could be saved 
from the shop. Although the war was 
over in 1945, Alfted Dunhill would 
struggle to rebuild for the next 10 to 
15 Years tlue to short aes aq talent and 
raw materials such as Driar, Vulcanite 
and tobacco as London and Eurape 
Tecowered from the war damage. 

[Im 190, at the ame of 15, Bill Taylor 
was hired by Dunhill as am apprentice. 
lasked Bill once why he chose Dunhill 
as a place to work and his answer 
Was “they were firing and omy otter 
choices were nat to my liking.” This 
was a typical Bill answer: practical, 
to the point and ome that often Icft 
you wondering lf it was the complete 
story. | can't imagine going to work 
full time at the age of 15, sweeping 
fHaors and taking cat the rubbish art 
being happy about the opportunity, 

The Dunhill pipermaking operation 
was one of stages, various production 
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steps to a final finished product, met 
generally dane by a single pipemak- 
er following a single Piece or batch 
throughout production. To progress 
Tom an apprentice to a journeyman 
or tradesman, you learned al! of the 
steps to create a finished pipe: turn: 
ing bowls, sandblasting, finishing, 
MmtKethiprece creations, stairiitig, saricd- 
ing and every other step required to 
take a Taw Block of Briar and a solid 
rod of vulcanite and make a Dumbhill- 
quality finished pipe worthy of the 
Vi hiite Sprot,, 

Ball Tayvilor excelled in his trade 
and over the next 244 years mot any 
became a master of his craft but was 
promoted by Dunhill to quality con- 
trol or production manager in 1977. 
Bill was never far from pipemaking; 
even af a Dunhill manager one of his 
thuties Was to boost pracdkiuct che Ticirh- 
stations im retail Durhill stores ane 
Dunhill authorized retail outlets, A 
product demomsttabon was actually 
plpemaking using portable tools and 
bench making pipes in a shop. The 
finished pipes from these demonstra- 
tiams were stamped “Taylor Made,” 

By chance David Field attended 
ore Of the Dunhill pipe product dem- 
onmstrations hosted by Bill in London 


and socom thereafter, in 1983-1984, 
Ashton was born. As with any new 
start-up company of product lime, the 
early years are difficult as every aspect 
al the company and product line has 
to Pee decided. Gill hact the pipernaking 


talent acd David tia the marketing 
skills, but still Ashton Pipes had to go 
from cancept toe income-producing 
reality very quickly. Equipment had ta 
be acquired or designed, brlar and vul- 
Caribe supplies had to be purchased, 
LALIT [1s made, tinithes decided, every 
thing, The wctual pipemaking was the 
casy part. 

The mid-1980s was an interesting 
perlod for pipe usage in the U.S. The 
Danish freehand period, which ran 
throughout the 1970s, was over and 
Pipe Caolectars [International (PCT) 
wis intraducing the concept of “pipe 
collecting” to the community. There 
was no Internet or online commu- 
nity, pipe shows were a new concept, 
and written newsletters were the pel- 
mary communication tool, Keep in 
mind that ant STOKE farces hac 
reer iberest in pHpes or cipiars atl Were 
only beginning to influence cigarette 
smoking im public. 


[ met Bill Taylor in London in 
early May 1986 at the only Ashton 
Pipe Factory Dealers Event, for lack 
of a better name. Dunhill was hosting 
a principal pipe dealers (PPD) event 
at the end of April in Londen for its 
American PPOs, so Bill and Davie 
decided to piggyback on the Lrunhill 
event and offer their own PPD-type 
affair just after the Dunhill] conference 
since most of the major U.S. pipe deal- 
er Would bein London, [ dant knaw 
if Bill and David considered this evertt 
as their official lawnch of the Ashton 
brand, but as a major pipe dealer we 
considered it the coming of age for 
Ashton Pipes, even though Ashton 
had already heen offered for two years 
in the US. through David. 

Lourrukuall (Trhatketinng inthuenced hath 
Bill and David toe include cigars, pipe 
tobacco, leather and accessories as 
part of the Ashton brand product line, 
and they were introduced and offered 
as part of the Ashton package. Bill's 
interesL and strength was wilh pipe 
production. YWehoile the pipe tobacce 
had moderate success using several 
producers (McConnell, Kohlhase & 
Kopp and McCleQand) and the cgars 





had success due to several factors, nei- 
ther of these product lines had much 
interest to Bill other than a revenue 
source in the beginning—pipes were 
the core of Ashton, in the beginning 
ariel in the ered 

The Dunhill inthience was ceovi- 
ous in Ashton pipes: classic finishes 
mostly sandblasted, classic shapes, 
classic stem materlals being black and 
brindle (Cumberland), anly rod stock 
mouthpieces, prading standards for 
S72 and itraight grains and of course 
tate codes. Where Ashton excelled 
was in using “old school or original” 
processes long abandoned by cur- 
rent productlon, a true oi] curing of 
the briar, processing the wulcanite to 
remove surface sulfur and re-creating 
TALL -Sieec pipes, 

Given the Geedgm of His own 
ideas, Bill Taylor was very prowd of 
his new Pebble Shell process of stcam- 
ing the Briar surface to raise the grain, 
then removing the excess soft wood 
before sandblasting the finish. Taylor 
Was ISSUE a paterit for this Dress in 
14h? fer pipermaking arvel Firnishing 
but after a while found the process to 
be so labor intensive that production 


was ¥ery limited, to the point of almost 
zeTOo production after the first several 
years, in favor of the more classic stan- 
dard sandblasted pebble grain. Early 
AT ples of Pesthe Shel] were StAITipec 
Pat. Pend; atter 1987 the pipes used 
Patent No, 8505 730 

By 1993, at the Dallas ATA, Ashton 
pipes were widely distributed im the US. 
and Europe, with annual production 
HUME Sever (iced pieces, The 
RITA offered the Largest selection ol 
Ashton products of the year for U5, deal 
ers, ated they quickly seld out at the trade 
show. Bill didn't need bo attend the trade 
show ad actually be hated Aying, but he 
was Gedicated to the marketing of “him* 
reflected in his products, eypecially his 
pape, 60 He cade the etteart. 

There was something very comiifcart- 
able about talking to Bill: at a collec- 
tor show of a trade show he would 
talk briar and shapes amd stampe and 
tehacoo—he didn’t actually know or 
care tal much about tobacco, but he 
Witt great at SISter ing to Vor ideas. 

Colechor shiavs were where eid 
users could meet Bill Taylor directly, 
and that is where he really shone, 
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Bill Taylor and his wife, Irene, cut inte a Pipe SnapPed Cake al an Ashton dealers dinner in London, 


talking bnar dust, finishes, shapes and 
everything pipes. There was nothing 
pretentious ar marcissistic about Bill, 
Talking with him fram the first was 
like baal Riri te a trend oF 20 VEeAars, Ci 
camera, away fom the crowd, Fill wis 
not that different, although there was 
always that twinkle im his cye. Bill was 
a blt of a jokester who loved a good 
prank, many times at his expense, but 
always In Gen cheer and LEV ber, 

[nm Dallas, next ta the official HTDA 
hotel, therm: was a tather large western 
clothes and boot store. [ have mo iden 
why, but BU Taylor decided that a weil- 
rounded, successful English pipemaker 
had to have a pointy-toed, high-heeled, 
real pair of leather cowboy boots. So pic 
ture Ball in Wis area innit walkizig ac Tera 
the polished lobby of the Dallas Mfarriaatt 
curving a brand mew pair of Dan Post 
boots trady to wear out on the town 
that evening. | looked at BU) amd then at 
his boots amd then back at Bill and sald, 
“I vou are going to wear those boots, 
You need to Know that uf they are your 
first pair of western boots you have tr 
dance in them the first Gime you hear 
live music.” Bill looked at mec in disbelcf 
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and | said, “No, really, it's bad lock if 
vou don't dance in your first boots. You 
don't have to do a western dance, but 
you have to dance,” This of cevurse was 
nonsense, Guat it's thee silby Kine eat thing 
Ent Gill exapoyed, 

That evening Gill, David, a few 
other fiends, my wife and | loaded 
Into bwo taxis amd headed to the West 
Fnd of Dallas’ downtown to play tour- 
ist, have @ bite to Gal anc enpoy the 
nightlife. About an hour of so atter we 
amived chowntown, ad of course after 
a drink or two, my wife burned to me 
and said, "You did that, didm't you?” 
I said, "Huh? What are you talking 
about?” 

My wife just pointed and said, “That 
iat to be VOUT Work.” About DUM} Yards 
away On a comer there wis Bill Taylor 
im his light gray suit, wearing his new 
cowboy boots, doing a bit of an Irish 
jig all by himself on a street comer 
across the street from a live band per- 
forming lor the evening street crowd. | 
furned back to cry wite arid just aicl, 
“Weal, guilty - 

That is pust one of many Ball storks, 
and if you talk to anyone who knew Bill 


outside of his professional chutes, they 
would have thelr Bill stones too. BUI was 
so well tained and so talented im his 
craft that simple production of the pipes 
came easily — the time al home actu 
aly poo ecis prea Lict WAS 2 prs NET Aas 
more and tere demands were mace ol 
Ball ta attend shows throughout the year, 
both in Europe and America. Bill also 
had a problem saying “no” to customers 
requests, repairs, limited editions for pipe 
Clubs or dermiand for new lines such as a 
“filter series” for Cearmany, which Foal 
fo secondary caret try Arrerica, Italy cr 
England, With saccsss cume aekiitiorial 
Management meeds, but with David in 
the US. and two other primary distribu- 
tors (italy and Germany) all requesting 
product, Ashton pipe production became 
some hal overwheleved caver irre, 

With the advent of the I[mberried 
and aniline interaction, market lines 
became muddled as customer wee 
able ta compare wares in all magr- 
kets, especlally by price. Different mar- 
kets need different products, espe- 
cially by size, but also shapes and 
things like filters, Merging markets 
due to online access is certainly mot 
a situation unique to Ashton, but Bill 
did suffer because of the additional 
demands on his thme, mostly because 
Briar Woods of London (Bill's actual 
company name) consisted of Bill—just 
Bill—inost of the tire. 

In 2003, Ball reinvented his corn- 
pany, accepting that time restraints, 
limited resources, onc world onlin 
market and other factors would no 
langer allow for busimess as usual. 
David Field and Hill Taylor dissolved 
Laer Presser business relation 
ship in 2003 but by no means their 
personal friendship. Going it alone 
allowed Bill Taylor to become more of 
an artisan plpemaker with an annual 
product production of maybe 10 per: 
cent of what he was producing in 
L294, Gne could debate the wisdam 
of that 2004 business decision, but 
for two or three years Bill produced 
new innovative shapes that had been 
absent from his line for at Jeast the 
previous decade. Overall production 
af any Ashton pipes has been fairly 
limited tar the last several FeATS cue to 
Bill's declining Health, 

William John Taylor gave 23 years 
of his life to perfecting his craft with 


Dunhill and then 26 years offering hls 
erafl through his Ashton pipes. | am 
lucky to say bnal 0 Krew Bill of a pierce 


fessborial level, Gut mostly on a perscr- 
al level, for more than 23 years, [ kraw 
] should say I’m sad and sorry Bill is 
gone and on one level that is trac, but 
somehow ! just think of how lucky | 
am to have known BILL. The relation- 
ship was so effortlessly comfortable 
that Toca mica the experience; | 
can only smile every time | think of 





Bi, and [ think that ls exactly how he 
would like to be remembered. 

Pil Se YOu again san enough or 
the other side Till, and when [ do | 
Expect to meet you outside the pearly 
gates where you can tell me what ['m 
supposed to do to gct inte heaven. | 
have mo doubt that as I'm hopping 
from cloud ta cloud on one foot yell 
ing, “Fee fi fa furm,* Saint Peter will 
rok over at yoru, ill, ard say, “You 
did that, didn't you ...." 
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Simon LaCroix, 39 years ofd and with 10 
WLS EXD as a Dewspaper Deportes 
on the Mill River Mendard Ties, dict not 
“take care of her man,” by which she 
meant she did mot pick up Jack Dupont's 
dry cleaning or go to the past office when 
he needed slamps. She would cook, but 
only within very dearty cmiwil pxarie- 
hers, 

"Twill make cunning hors d‘oruvres,” 
she said. "] will make chicken with a vei 
weby wire sauce when | am in the mond. 

“] will not pick up Jack's dry cleaning 

far him because, if lack Dupont cam find 
the sare barron every briday night for 
20 years, be cant fine! the damn cry clears 
ers.” 
Jack Drpont was the cobummist at the 
Stari Vinnes. He was 51, a Little tired, a 
man given to broad-brimimed gray fecto- 
ras, tweed jackets and painful but well. 
Written: insults arranged in coun born 
anc aimed at local politicians. 

Sitrone ard Jack were bovers ard pro- 
fessional equals. [fF he looked like a 1930s 
newspaperman, she booked like a 1930s 
and pointed nose to her tinee-inch becis. 

As fot [ack Dsspogit's efrancds, Simarke's 
iIndeperdent stance dick rat age at all 
with her Tuesday night appearance in The 
Old Firchouse Smoke Shop. an oak-pan- 


FICTION BY MARC MUNROE DION 


éled, glas-and-orass male stereorype af a 
par sor owned by fotin “Tear” Bauer, 

Bauer was a poohessional merchant so 
did not jevitate when Simone clacked into 
his shop and placed a tobaces order that 
could not have been for her or for nearly 
Anyone eu, 

“Five peaches of Five Brothers,” sie 
md. An ounce of Perigque and two ounec- 
cs of Latakia,” she said to Bawer. 

Those were the mgeredients of Jack's 
unspeakably vile smelling personal 
blend 

“Jack sick?" Rawer saicl, measuring out 
the Lirtakcin, 

“Last week Jack wrote a column whout 
City Cound) Preident Chucky Librera," 
Simone said. “Im the column, jack said 
Librera & so stupid they have to water him 
twice a week 

"AS Fou may of may not know, our 
Tminaging editor, Cassie Wolfson, has 
heen enjoving some after-hours paris 
Simvore said. “jack is mow working many 
night shifts and weekends. When he & 
no al work, he sleepeth.“ 

Bauer handed over the tobacca, 

"Oh ves,” Simone said, “Tl need a half 
an cumice of that peach-flavorsd bere,” 


nese ' . P 
| S APPT 1 404s ras -o “ald & = |i | 
] i : Li | | . 


Joyeux Noel means Merry 
Christmas in French 





muck over the Meeth Atharitic. 

“Jack wordt smoke that peach stuf,” 
ne saad. “Every pirl ever went out with 
Jack came in here and bought him some 
foo-foo pipe tobacco. Every pouch of it 
got given bo some wine on the street. ‘The 
wines roll cigarettes with the stud! Mill 
River cay oot be couch, Gut we pot scene 
sweet-smelling burrs,” 

“Lam mot one of Jack's ofd pirliterids,” 
Simone said, waving ter hand so that the 
four bracebets on her rheht wrist (ined. “! 
am Jack Durpont’s Last girlfriend.” 

“Arid the word in English for ‘Last girl- 
friertdl’ is “whe,” Hauer told Jack Dkaprortt 
a week later. 

Dupont ginned into his push-broom 

“Throttle back on tee marriage talk,” 
he told Bauer. “What | wanna know is, 
who did she buy the peach tohaceo for, 
ae clicdes't give it to me,” 

Two chaps later Sirmeme, trailing a clove 
of strome Foeich perfume and a foot of 
keopard-print scam, walked into Bauer's 
stare and purchased two ounces of a 

“Her tate 6 improving,” Bawer told 
Dupont, “Or the other guy she’s seeing 
hated that peact stuff,” 

Dupont grinned a smmalber yerin invta hs 
mustache. > 


The town of GU River, Massachusetts, 
where Jack and Simone tolled as $68(0-a- 
week reporters, was a voclous | S0+yvear-old 
example of what happens when you put 
all Your eggs in ome haskel twice. 

A Tamm town in coortial times, Mill 
River expect when some kes-eypedd, 
hatchet-ioed Yarnker discovered how to 
tum the swift wabers of the Quidameauich. 
River into power that could min cotton 
rmills. 

Yankee larm girls tack the first mill 
jobs. They suckext Git inte theire lungs ane 
died coughing. In the 1840s, famine trish 
stumbles) Tgery off the bowts amd into 
ln the mU&K when French Canada sent 
lis rellmous, prolific soms and daughters 
down to take up the weaver's trade in the 
LAER, 

im 1929, the mills Pruincdered. tn 
Toa3, swift-looted gamment mencharits 
cm nomh, fecing the unions in New 
York City, looking for cheap empty mill 
space, hooking up a new gereration of 
Poriguese Immigrants, payling derisory 
piecework rates to people who sewed, at 
lightning speed, dresses, baby bibs, shirts 
aired suits. 

In Bangladesh and (hina, people poor 
er than the Mill Miver-ites were herded 
Inbo factories to sew. “What they earned in 
a day would not buy a pack of cigarettes 
in M4ill River. ‘The sewing shops closed in 
tre 199s, 

MU River, having gamiblest twice, 
mambled mo mom, except on the daily 
number, Thee city's 92,000 people worked 
where they could. driving 12-year-old 
cars past the preat, gray elephant hulks of 
empty od granite mills, hosing: their teeth 
for lack of derttal care and dropping out 
of hight sctesol che ta lack of interest. The 
LIniniployinett rate was 15 percent. 

Dupont, a mney man with plenty of 
gray in his cloge-cropped hair, did not 
think Simone was buying tohacce for 
another man. Still, ne had the reporter's 
Cesine to pe sere fire cat aril be clare. 

“Lemme kaw if she buys anything 
else,” he told Bauer, 

Which she did, though not much. 

“A half ounce of Latakia,” Bawer said 
ore week, 

“An ounce of flake,” he said as August 
bled into 4 rainy Mill River September. 

Chia cooled Tescbay mcmibng in Oktober, 
Simom caught a police call on the scarn- 
ner that inthgucd her simce she thought 


la 


she heard the worl “belpeaciesd" fhe 
scammer § staticky garble. 

“You know that comvenience store at 
the bettom of Grand Avenue?” che aiked 
Dupont later in the day. “The one those 
nice Pakistani people have? [t was the guy 
whe worked then, Fis nae wis Sayeed, 
the one who saxl [ looked like a movie 
star whereever | wore surlasses into the 
store?” 

The two were sitting in the newsroom 
of the Mill River Starulard iris, a landfill 
of beaken talent whose last redecoration 
had come i 1976, wien a publisher 
with all of $250 to sper] on renaiors 
had the old’ harchrood floor covered in 
industrial carpet the color of a Halloween 
pumpkin stashed in the street by van- 
cals. 

“sayecd had some kirkl of marital 
protien, Simooe said, “He parked fis car 
nos dower on Stillwell Street, the big hill, 
He tied a rope to a telephone pole and 
then ted the other end around his meck. 
He got back in the car, pat it in gear and 
Jet Lt roll down the hub Wien the car hit 
the end of the rsp, it tore his head aff" 

stmome fumed back ta her oarnpmsber 
keyboard amd Drapont watched ter pale, 
inged finger come down hard on the 
heys. Her wrstwatch, he moted, teatured a 
dial made of rhinestones arranged to form. 
the whiskered face of a cat. 

He courted the money in his pocket. 
It was enough to uy theern Goth a few 
drinks after work, Te tured back to his 
own work, a story about a teeraer cant 
sclling heroin thrown the drive-through 
window of the hamburger joint wher he 
worked. 

“eupersiae it Dasport rrustbered to 
himself, trying to find his story's first 
SeErbenHt. 

As be comsidered, his eves wandered 
ta Simione’s gold lame handhag, perched 
on the comer of her desk. A package of 
Carter Hall pipe tobacco peeked from one 
comer of the bag. Bear Hauer did not sell 
(Carter Hall, 

“Did Sayed smmake i pepe Ke eskecl 
SUTTHOIrLe, 

“You know, Jack,” she said, “you don't 
think like other peopie.” 

That night, after work, Simone drank 
more than her quota of eolfee liqueur 
shot with beer chasers ai the two sat in 
The St. James [rsh Pub, a Coaelic-thenv] 
bar nun by a Portuguese-Armenicart mum 
Ron “Captain Kon" Mello. Dupont stuck 
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with scriall sips of beer, knowing he woukl 
be driving them both back to her amart- 
ment that micht. 

Dupont fished his frayed tartan tobac 
oo Pouch Gul of the pocket of his brown 
Piped Spcrt cond, Opened if ane begart to 
Enum pipe tobacco inte a Peterson bert, 
aasachusetts offers! almost mo venus 
for public indeor smoxing, so Drupornt 

“A pipe is almost a5 fig a comfort 
wien it's qul ai when it's li," he ance 
toed a WOUr, peporber Wind aed hirn why 
He werobe with art unlit pipe in his rriceath. 
“Tis like you aml me, [tm as happy reat 
talking to you as [am wien we are talk- 
ir.” 

Both jack and Shnone looked up when 
asimall man in jeans and a red and black 
Check flannel shirt entered the mearly 
empty tar. Tine man died mot walk up bo 
the baz, but started ta tum ngtrt, in the 
direction of the men’s room. 

“Yo, Bnan,” Mello yelled from behind 
the bar. “Howyadoin?” 

“L fust came im to use the can,” the 
man in the flannel skirt said, “i'm on my 
way fame. | wasn't going to buy a beer.” 

“You don't hiwe bo Guy a beer to use 
the can,” Mello said. “Wien you're adore 
in there, [Ul buy you one. It's been a long 
time. 

“Whaddya doin’ for work,” Mello 
asked the man as he seiled down in from 
Of a long-necked bottle of beer, It was the 
stareind Mill River preeiirig. 

“Mot much,” came the answer, lke- 

“L was framing houses,” the man sald. 
“Mow, | got somve inside wark, painting. 
Under the table. [ts molt much, but I'm 
back living with my mother since the 
Ciera we clon t cess) couch,” 

The min shook Metlo’s his and bet, 

“Pm so sick of Gearing that,” Simpone 
Sali. 

“ Wihat.” Jack achecL 

“I's not much but we don't need 
cath,” Sinvore saicl, “]'ve heart that 
all toy life, Here, im AGU River. [ prew 
up 14 blocks from this bar and nobody 
had much and nobody needed much 
then, either. When do we pet to have 
something? When do we finally think we 
need more than “nel much’? There were 
26 kids in cy first-grade class. Thee of 
us wert to oollege. Pour of ws died from 
overdoses and lm only 39 year ok, Jesus, 
somictines | hate it hence." 


Jack put his hand on her shoulder. 

"You don't have to take her out of the 
joint,” Niello sald to Dupont. “She's 
little to raise any hell.* 

Simemne shock) upp 

"Maybe this is a tact night to say that,” 
she told Mello i she headed for the 

Miedo put beth of fds big hands on the 
har and stared at Dupont. 

“| say somethin’ ?” Mello asked. 

Dupont iold Melo the story of Sayeed's 
self dtecapitation. 

"] read jt toaday," Daapeocit sacl “She's 
oir ta wir a jourtialism: award for thit 
soory amd stue’s moire to keep the plague 
ln the botbom of her choset. 

"T won an award for a story about a 
guy in the project whe beat his girlirbencd's 
yearold boy to death,” Dxspont said. *1 
keep the place int oy uwodenwear daawer, 
With my chines.” 

"That's funny,” Mello said, “IL keep my 
dreams in Simone’s undernvear drawer,” 

Dupont sipped his beer wondered 
lf Simone kept ler secret tobacoo stash in 
her underwear drawer, 

No ore Was Chacapitated ir Mill River 
in the marth of Movember, Dupont was 
free to punch at Simones tobaceotbury ing 
habits. 

“She Bought a cigar the other day,” 
Bauwer told Dupont on the first Sunday 
in December, “Mot one of those no-box,. 
reeisarid Tl Srnelbors you buy, either. She 
Bought a Deiriicart,” 

“Maybe she’s putting together a sam 
pler for me,” Chopont said, 

Hauer learned back in ome of the sec- 
ondhand, cracked leather chairs with 
which he furnished his back coor, 

“Why can't you just ask fer?" Haver 
‘sant, 

Dupont ne-iit his GBD billiard. 

"And Jet her know [ can’t figure it 
out?” Dupont sald. “She'd awe mo respect 
hor me as a pourmalist.* 

“ATEN 'L Feporters supposed to ack ques 
ions?” Bauer sad, 

“Not if we don't kre the arsvwers,” 
Dupont said. “We'ne supposed ta fined out 
the mayor took a bribe. Then we ask him 
Lhe teok a bribe.” 

Bor the mext three weeks, Simone 
Douek nic mone tobaccn, 

On Chirstmas Eve, Jack Diyport, num 
(Hel are sonar from a bearing miggat shilft, 
Jet hairnseLf into Sameme’s thind-floor apart- 
men. 


Simone sat on the ouch, She wore 
eht jeans and a fluffy pink sweater with 
shiny threads woven into the fabric. 
Dupont patted his jacket pocket and felt 
the reassuring shape of a box that held a 


goid bracelet. 

Simo: kissed Fim as he took of his 
jacket, 

“hihemry Christmas,” shar said. 

“Joyeux Noth" He answered in 
French. 


Both Jack and Simone were Amvericar 
of French anadian descertt, but Sirens 
parents hack oot spoken French to her as 
a chikd, while Daporrt’s parents had used 
the language often at Frome. As a result of 
this ealy taining, Dupont helbeved that 
praver, the mysberes of love and holiday 
observances were all besi comducted in 
lrencts. 

After thie years together, Jack aid 
simone s hockey observances were higiily 
Htualized. Cepont would take the holi- 
day might shift. Simone would spend 
Christmas Eve with her parents. When 
Dupont got off work, he woukl head to 
her apartment, where the two would feast 
an fines Kinds af French cheese arid a bor 
te of port wire, Simeone would give him 
thre: presents, one of which would be 
a can of McClellamd’s Christmas Cheer. 
Jack would etve her one present, peneralhy 
jewelry because he could mot remember 
thai she was a size four, The two of them 
world spec Christrnas mening with 
Drapeoit's mmether, 

Sitting with a glass of port in his tiared, 
Dupont watched Simone as she acimined 
the gold bangle on her wrist. The light 
from one small table lamp left the small 
living MK & CONeTS int cheers Whack, 

“Chily one preserit this year,” Simone 
il, Placing ao mur, wrpoel gift in 
his hands, The package was moderately 
heavy, wrapped in candy cane-striped 
Paper. 

Opening it, Dupant was pleased to 
find an old green glass tobacco jar. 

“T geet [tat a Eleva market.” Simone sak], 
“tape if." 

“T made it myself,” Simone said of 
the pound of tebacoo in the far. “! call it 
‘Jack's Joyeux Noel. 

Dupont had only ane pipe with iim, 
his arly Duniiill, a silver-banded group 
4 bruyer: billiard on which he'd sprit 
a week's Puy, an eatrvaiance that still 


“Try scam," she serich, 

Dupont loved the Dunhill but he 
bowed Simone more, so he dipped into the 
jar, packed his pipe, lit it with a Kitchen 
match, pulled, lamped, re-Lit. 

Auncl, 

This first serisatian weet Prastratiac, Ue 
WSs oY SpapeT COILS, a iar with a 
demrec in English literature, a snob of lan- 
Guage thet way Some Men are wire srobs. 

Yet he could not think of the word for 
this blend. Net in English. Net in French. 

It was Pull, Brut mill, ceepy relicny, 
with miavhe a hint ot carmel, a brush oF 
cumphire smoke, but with a slight opar 
note ard a touch of figs and med wine. It 
produced a huge volume of blue smoke 
and Jeft a och, dark aftertaste om the pal- 
aele, 

“Li it pond?" Simone asked, 

Daupornit puthedt ancl thought. 

“Sometimes im the winter, lin working 
the might shift and 2 have to eo to a house 
fire and it’s mayiee 10 degrees cut and the 
water from the hoses freemes in the street 
and my shoes pet soaked and mv feet pet 
wet and even when | go back to the office 
Eee wrote J can't et wan,” Coupee sacl 

“Cs thst Feow tt tastes?" Simmporie ssaict, 
"Like a Hows fire?” 

“Wo,” Jack saicL “Ivo, 

“After ] finish wotting, ] come here and 
you're in bed, but pou get up and you kiss 
me and | light my pipe and then you hug 
cmb ariel eer Gack be cd varicd | tae rrp wert 
shoes. ancl socks off ared [ sit in the big 
chair by the window and [ smoke and 
mead, mayoe a book about the Crusades 
and maybe | have a glass of bourbon amd 
I'm warm and | can hear you breathing in 
the nex morn 

“Tk tastes: like that." Lxopacrrat said, 

“That's whist Twas trying for,” Simone 
saict, Watching Caapeart puff his pipe, 

“[ kreow what's im it,” Ge sak. “But 
who brew it would come out like this! A 
Hitthe peach, some Carter Hall, Latakia, a 
little flake, a litde straight Virginia, a cigar. 
Bauer todd cree Werhat or begat ariel 0 saw 
the Carter Hall in your bag.” 

“thy, there's more thin that in it,” she 
said. “] bowgiht some stuff online. You 
have all those tobacco sites bookmarked, 
even.on my computer. And | bowsht some 
cheap stulf from that discount cigaretie 
stare and then there was the stewing.” 

“Showing!” Jack said, 

“In the crock pot,” she sad. “You 
know that pile of old tobacco magazines 
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and DOOKS VOU Derist in kuving on the 
floor mext to my mice, pretty bed? That's 
where ] read about steving. And addi- 
tives.” 

“Wihat additives!” Cnupront asked. 

"Rum, Sarrcne sacl. 
Arid pressing.” 

“What do you 
Dupont sadch 

“Same Magazines,” Simpvore sabi. “fy 
fatheer stl has his toots from before he 
retired. 3. few boards, a vise and Vim have 
A petty proce press.” 


“Cr WHISKEY, 


mtan pressing!” 


wee, OU pressed! it aricl ackclex) flarwerrsé tes 
ic?" Dhaparet said, 
"Not all of it.” Simone said. “It really 
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isn't any hander than cooking, sav, chick- 
en ina velvety wine sauce.” 

“But you don't smoke a pipe," Dupont 
faid. “You coukdn’t know how it would 
taste." 

Wri prt at litte Exit tet a plete aril fait ik 
with the flame fromm a dispexsable lighter,” 
shee sede. “TE fist if it serelbsd mht, it 
was Nehi. When you breathe in over the 
dish, you can tasbe it pretty well, tom." 

“Did you at least write the recipe 
down?” Disporl asked, 

“Yup, Simbare saicl, “Trad you cart see 
it, | eft the rene at mmy paarerits bec 
with my mother.” 

“Docs she keep it in her woderwear 





drawer?” Dhuporrt asked 

“Tack,” she said, “you don't think bike 

ther people.” 

Dupont shook his head ard kissed her 
and the two of them tumed hack to the 
part, which Coupecrik forarid Wwikt particu. 
winy sulted to the Chmstnas bared, 

“Ay the way,” Simone said, much Later, 
"Tm going to make this for you cvery 
Chiistmas, but only one pound and you'll 
never know what's in it. Of course, if you 
LAave tne, You newer eel it again.” 

[aapeorae, Lighting: tis Ser pepe, res 
Rear for the secre time Hat on ipetit, 

“Try this,” fe sant two dans Later, 
handing Bear Bawer a bagee ful of Joyeux 


Noel “Simone blended-it. Thats why she 
was buying tobacco since September.” 
"Hey, she’s got you whipped. mot me,” 
Bawer said “I'm mot smoking anything 
blended hy somecne who once tod me 


her thine sole tremens are Wionwehwanl aril . 


Remoistein amd Pherbie,” 

Eventually, after mech, cupoling, a clis- 
fusted Bauer agrocd to try the blend, not 
In one of his own pipes, Gut in a fresh 
com ooh plucked from a cardboard dis- 
play next bo the cash register, 

Twenty mines Later, Faauwer anil 
Dh peor acd a beall cnarece od JOvix Pale 
spread out om the dented, cysarbumied 
Old coffee table in thee back room. 


“Well, this. is Latakia,” Bauer: said, 
plucking a strand of fobeacoo out of tac 
blend "This is Burley, but ow much and 
what Kind? Do you think she's telling 
the truth abut snoving and pressing and 
Thar 

“TE she lied to oe, Pd have ne respect 
for her as a journalist,” Duportt sac, 

"| thoweht joumalists were supposed 
to He," Bawer said. 

"Mot to each other,” Dupont sabd. 
“We're only supposed bo lie to politi 
Cagis,” 

Every Yeu ance that Charistrras, 
Simone LaCroix has made a pound 
of Joveux Nocl for Jack Dupont and a 





pound for Bear Bauer. Of they ane canchuly 
they can.cach make that pound last until 
March. Hauer has tred-to recreate. the 
htend sik of seven times burt has never 


CONE Case. 

Slane has tiotred oth mec thal 
they will newer Knows the reapee arice thal 
she will only make the blend for as long 
a5 she lowes Jack Dupont. 

“Por (Good's sake,” Bawer told Dupont 
last (christmas. “Don't do anything to 
Take her mad” 

Aloe continues th call the herd 
Juryeux Mire, 

Jack Dupont and Bear Bauer call it 
Blackmail Blend, 






While younger pipe smokers can't imag- 
Ine life before the Web and its encdleis 
farums ard chat rooms, us alder pip 
erm Fave an asiottciernt of merece. 
Teentyive, 20 and ewer 40 years and 
longeT ao, much of the focus wis or 
Teal-life tobacco shops and even drug- 
shores, 

From before the tum af the 19th cen- 
tury through the 1980s, every drugstore, 
roariy Ge thperm dickepericherit, mace ariel 
pop operations, fac i totgoc section, 
with an exocUent selection of domestic 





Memories of 
rank and his catalog 


pipes ard tobacco. Until the past several 
years, You could still find a Uttle shelf 
apace given to basket pipes, a few tubs 
af Ol Benth, misybe some pouches cH 
imported blends, pipe chrwners, Lighters 
ark lighter fhaid. At best, my focal chain 
drugstore now has a handful of packaged 
pipes and often sells its own brand of 
relabeled tobacco. 

[live in a metium-siaed metropolilan 
area, are while (here were never aS TTT 
Drick-in-manmar shops as [ then 
there should have been, it wasn't too 
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Mir. &t Mrs. Wally Frank on their 50th wedding anniversary 
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hard to find a few well-stocked self-ser- 
vice tobacco sections. And while there 
ane sll a few scattered abou the area, the 
chaponty of places md vertising “totxaccd 
StU a lot of cigarettes, lottery tickets arid 
beer but little, if arry, pipe tobacco, Some 
don't even carry pipe cleaners. 

But starting in the mid- to late “ols, 
1 began receiving the Wally Frank cata- 
log, and that was almost a lifeschans 
ire evevit. ‘VWitkiin those cata leap PARES, 
Idinaled aver pipes of every shiape: arid 
finish | couhkd imagine. Even more so, 
what transfimed me were the tobacco 
they offered. Tiveir own Wally Prank 
blends were inexpensive and tasty, as 
Tres © smoked Money Bag for sev 
etal years, Aut what really caugiit my eye 
were the importedt tines they soalcl 

While my menor can't dredge wp 
teo much from that many years past, 
I do remember buying any number of 
imported blends: one |] recall wad Danish 
Fruitcake. While it didn't taste quite like 
fruitcake, tt woes Very mca, bly presales 
wees that up G1) then, 7 Hach meer hare 
of of seen flake tobacco, [ had te write 
to the Wally Frank Company and find 
out how to snpoke the stuff, and was it 
ever Lasty. 

Ag important as lobaooo is bo a piper, 
1] don't remember rary Ot toe Puedes 
Rhat wer cffered, 7] de recall bey ing a 
goody amount of imported tins, both 
flake and otherwise, and most of it really 


hit the spot. But what [ remember ewer 
today are all the different kinds of pipes, 
a few bomwes of dgars | enjoyed and the 
preat low prices. [ suppose | got as excited 
about the arrival of the Wally Frank cata- 
log as the older pernerations cicl abort the 
Sears Catilog, known a the ish Goce, 
[ suns wish that Wally Frank was still in 
business. 

While most of the pypes [ bought were 
branded Wally Frank, [ figured many ol 
[hem were made by other companies, 
as Well as a YWally Frank factory, Fut 
heey also Bad betard-mame pipes tes Duy; 
Jobey is the only mame [ recall, But 0 de 
romember acquiring mectal pipes, similar 
to the Falcon, and [ even had a small col- 
lecthon of vest pocket pines. One of the 
more unusual pipes | purchased from the 
Wally Prank catalog was the cigar pipe | 
hope bo someday sriag me anvather Wally 
Prank cigar pipe cn ebay, 

As often happens in life, | mot distract- 
ed and stopped ordering from the Wally 
Prank catalog, which in time quit appear- 
Ing in my mailbox. Other catalogs, less 
ald-[ashioned than Wally Frank's, started 
amiving, and [ bought tobacco from 
Dwain Ries, and pipes with names such as 
Kirsten and Carey Magoc Inch. 

Wally Frank, born Sept. 17, 1910, 
dled in 14, and his som, Steve Frank, 
sold the entire corporation in February 
199K, with operations ceasing on July 
1, 1364, 

Asa young man, Wally Frank started 
selling pots and pans door to door in 
the Adantc City area, where he lived 
with his parents. He praduated fom 
Syracuse College and shortly after started 
the Wally Frank Pipe & Tobacco busi- 
ress, He fact five stores in New York 
Caty and manufectinng plants all over 
the U.S. He had many beautiful catalogs 
sent to his mail-order customers; miail 
orders were a very large part of hls barsi- 
ness. After many years, some cigars were 
alo a big seller, including the Romeo & 
Juliet brand, Armagingly, Wally Frank was 
Tavera pipe smoker, aml in fact he meve4r 
did use tobacco. 

Wally Frink proudly served in thie LS. 
Navy, entering as an enslon after becom- 
Inga “SO Day Worder,” He was a maviga- 
Lor on a desieayer in World War 11. 

His stores were located im New York 
Caty at 93 Nassau St. 2] Coortlamds St, 10) 
East 43th St. ard Madison Ave, and liz 
(Church St. He also had factories located 
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in Kingston, 6.¥.; California; Louisville, 
Ry. and persey (City, MJ, 

Wally Frank's nephew, Roy, prowlded. 
me much of the information used in 
this article. Roy's uncle Richard offered 
these cemeries. “] dot Knew much 
about Unete Wally as Gar as his business 
is comoemved, but 1 can relate a few things 
] recall about him. 

“While working in downtown New 
York (iby, | would sometimes meet 
Uncle Wally riding home on the subway 
or on the Mew Haven train. We would 
chat anc 0 remeriber he was always $0 
friendly. He would ask about me ace was 
actually interested in hearing what | had 


fo say. In fact, the next time T would soe 
him, cither om the train, of at Rov's par- 
ents’ howe, Uncle Wally would always 
mention something [ had said to him 
previously. | was always amazed that he 
really seegedd fo ibe interesbert im rie arid 
member everything we discussed, 
He had a way of making you the point 
of interest while you were speaking with 
him. 

“The other thing | remember about 
Uncle Wally occurred during my last six 
marnths of college at Pace University in 
New York City, Twas looking for a seriall 
panm-ame job, amd ] netesd that he had 


a store amd offices on Church Strect. 
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My school was at Park Row ara! only a 
LO-mirvute walk ta thee store, Roy's mom 
and dad told me earlier that Urcke ally 
might mot want to hawe anyone from the 
family work for him for fear of implied 
favoritism. So, withouwt telling anyone, | 
applied anyway and aot the jab. 1 worked 
in the shipping department anc in the 

“After [ was then: about three meoreths, 
Uncle Wally came down and was talking 
to the manager and walked around the 
area. He awed the other workers because 
here wad the owner of this great bus. 
ness, It wat like seeing a celebrity, ancl | 
felt they really liked! and respected hin, 
wis about 20 feet away wren he saw mie, 
even though |] was trying to keep a low 
profile, and he smiled and winked at me. 
No one notleed except me. So the cat was 
out of Line iba. As far as [ know, fe never 
TeTIOne! it to avone. 

“After Fee lett, 1 Knew omy coworkers 
wouldn't beliewe me. But T told them 
[ knew Mr. Frank very well and | had 
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been to his hese many tines, OF oomitse 
they chickn't beliewe me, which is whit ] 
expected. [hat was such a gem feeling, 
and from then on ] didn’t worry that | 
had taken that job. That's what | renvem- 
ber of Uncle Wally as far as his work, bor 
what it’s worth." 

Other pipe smokers and members 
at various pipe forums shared their 
thoughts amd meena the Wally 
Frank catabog: and stores, showing that a 
decade later, and even borer for some of 
us, his empire is sti held in the highesr 
regard. 

John from Ohio recalls, “I receivesd the 
Welly Frock cxtaloye in thet “70s are ‘805, 
| didn't smoke but [ knew a lot of folks 
who did. [ started ordering “Top Quality 
Throw Outs,” seconds, as they are now 
calhed. 

“They came in boxes of 0, They were 
like a cigarette on steroéds, about as long 
as a rew pencil, ancl as big aren as 
smooth smoking. I passed some around, 
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arc bebome | kee it, 0 wins placing orders 
Foor tiomsaericls of the litthe cipars. 1 started 
marking them up and still had mo prob 
bem selling them. Then | started selling 
Pipe tobacco and pipes. 

“Wally Frank's litte catalog helped 
put me through school and aligwed me 
to meet some wonderul people along 
the way, T really miss the catileyg are the 
‘Top Quality Throw Quts,”” 

Walt also has fond memories. “] was 
lucky enough to vislt the Wally Frank 
stores In New York Ciry many times. 
This was way back in 1948-1940) or there 
wbaut, [tis kind of cifficule to rermmernter 
fust whet happened over SO years age. | 
would take a bus from my hometown to 
New York Gipy, specifically to visit the 
Wally Frank stores. 

“IE remenvber comectly, Wally Frank 
had live, yes, live, pipe stones in New 
Yor: City. Four of the stares were in 
lower Manhattan and one was in omkd- 
town Marihattan whout 3lst Stoeet, Ore 
stone Was on Nassau Strect im lower 


Marthattan, and there wens thine others 
mot too far away. ] cam recall walking to 
the four in lower Manhattan, so they 
mest have been close. | was only a Kid at 
[he time and knew nothing about pipes, 
but | wit already @ pipe smoker and frac 
a keen interest in pipes, 

“Although the storms were all similar, 
each had a difference that made a visit 
to cach ome a worthwhile expericnce. | 
rememtber the walls were covered with 
vanous pipes. Every siete had some ol 
[hoe Sarre priest, Eat each store seemed to 
have sone pipes that were ot availivole 
at the other stores, OF course, they had 
large jars of most if mot all the blends 
that were sold by Wally. There was one 
store that had a gentleman repairing 
pipes in the window. You could sland 
outside and wateh him fil stems to pipes, 
etc. Since | wet only Ls of 16 ak the 
time, no one in the stoves paid much 
attention to me, amd [ kind of frit out of 
place with all the older fellows wiro were 
In the stores. [ only had one pipe with 
me but remember trying out a different 
blend of tobacco im each of the sbores 
Yeu could All your pipe from any of the 
ywanous blends that they offered for sale, 
Apparently, sampling the various tobac- 
cos was expected. | think over the years 
| must have smoked just about all of the 
Wally Frank blends. My favorite was one 
called Hickory Snvoked, which | smoked 
hor several years. 

"My last visit to a Wally Frock shore 
ocoumed about 15 of 20 years ago. By 
then then was onhy onc Wally Frank in 
the city, located somewhere in Midtown, 
| bellewe between 50th and 60th streets. 
The only thing that stands out abot that 
stare in my mind now is a large wonlen 
barrel oft wll kinds of tinned tobaccos 
with a large sigm above it stating the tins 
were $2 cach. Many of the tins looked 
years Old. [ did pick owt a few tins but 
can’t recall the names at this time. Had | 
known what | kroow recw, | would Mave 
probably bought the whole barrel, 

“Tes, the ‘Wally Fraimk storms wene 
the places to visit. In my humbh: opi 
lon, Wally Frank did meore to promote 
pipe smoking than any other brick-and- 
Mmiortar store that has ever been around. 
lL wast a sad day for me when | heard 
that he Fadl gore cut of bassiness. | 
had bought may pipes finan fian, ane 
many, Mwy pounds of tobacco." 

Sener Dasara wrote, “Twas im the store 


that was on the comer of Nassau and 
Jahn from the mid ‘SOs, when my dad 
wold take mein with him, and [ bowrht 
my first pipe and tobacen there in ‘64. | 
also shopped at the City Hall store often. 
l tee Wou)d pore over their cabalenrs re 
Te Eerie. 

ASSegel mmembers, “My second 
pipe was a Wally Frank White Bar Prince. 
] lowed that smoker so much; | actually 
mawed through the stem from clench- 
ing. | still have that pipe and will replace 
the stem one of these cays.” 

Ber [Te Pirate wrote, “TD have just 
receTithy completed my sewer-diy set amd 
a few extra Wally Franks. | lowe the pipes 
and they really smoke fire.” 

Ed Hagan recounted, “Being a mative 
New Yorker, | have many nice memo 
ries ol visiling the Wally Frank shop on 
Madison Avenue and 44th Street, as well 
as their heackguarters sheap om Church 
Strect. Thee latter shop was far larger but 
less well appointed than the former and 
was located just a few blocks from the 
World Trade Center. 

“The manager of the Madison Avenue 
store, Al, became the manager of Amneld’s 
Tobacconists just one block south after 
Wally Frank closed. Ammole's thaelt chosed 
a couple of years back when the space 
was taken over by Coommerce Bank. Back 
whien | began smoking, Madison Avenue 
was a mecca for pipe amokers, with 
Wally Frank, Petersors, Wilke, Puffs Stu 
ark sone ofbers | have mo doubt pogo 
ten about all being located in less than a 
l[O4block walk. it was a far different cra, 
of course, and ome pipe smokers can jook 
upon with fondness.” 

Ect said, “My recollection of the 
Madison Avenue store was that it was 
qquite samtall, with a few stairs healing: up 
from. the entrance into the actual shop. | 
don't nocall then being any jars of tobac- 
oo out for sampling. The tobaccos were 
packaged In two uilce pouches and tins, 
dark burgundy with black limes. ! recall 
hag of @ end called Morneyhag, which 
was (he beftowers of their other beers,” 

Harvey recalled, “T started getting the 
WF catalogs in the carly ‘70s and ordered 
a lot of pipes from them, mocthy seconds, 
as Well as many cigars. Always loved the 
catalogs wilh their homespun writing, 
Such 48 “Chur pipe crlaker is such a fuss 
pet... ete, Wisin E Aad Guar O97 to a few 
of them.” 

Neil, or Sagiter, stated, “Il worked at 


seg lopsino nh 


41 East 42m St. for many year, which 
was the comer of 4nd and Madison. 
Wally Frank, Peterson, Connoisseur and 
Barclay Hex were all within 6 hiocks. 
Later, Arnoid's was benealh my buikd- 
ing and Barclay Rex across the street. 
Fantastic neighborhos) for pipes, arid 
nome were more fur, to visit thar, Wally 
Frank's.” 

Brooklyn Bill jokingly says, “The 
Wally Prank store on Madison Avenue 
wad parily the cause of my slarling to 
STGRe papes back im 1965, wien | started 
working im Miaruhiattarn, A lenge, Hime ape, 
but Tremember the difficulty in passing 
the store up, never had to mail onder in 
those days, being a young man, at the 
time. Nat Sherman and Abraham and 
Sirauss were also my places to frequent; 
actually my fie Chacom was purchased 
in New York City at the tobacco shop 
at AAS in 1963, Sa while Wally Frunk’s 
was t the only shop [ visited, it's the ane 
1 miss the mest.” 

Yehille the business of Vwally Frank 
Lid. and the man are both pone, thelr 
legacy isn't. Through the sale of estate 
Wally Frink pipes, and ever surviving 
catilogs, fond memories of the Wally 
Fank cmpire remain fresh and alive, 
To think a mon-pipe-smoker could have 
built a loyal and caring following speaks 
WONumes about Wally Prank. [ih 1 


“Frank, Walter, $, Who. started his: 
femelle 





earsloge of pipes and tobacco 








to customers all across the country in 
the mid-19%0s, Before World War I, 
besa Jiocagriieucantcanee 





Wy he scvved by hs we, Rene 


, his sister Carol Goldstein, his: 





sons, William and Stephen Frank, their 


wives and two grandsons.” 
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BY JEFF POLLODER 


Ming-Kahuna pipe tampers are utilitarian luxury items— 
nobody really needs one, but lots of folks want them. 


Getting to know Art Rupperlt, aka 
Ming-Kahuna, is mot as difficult a 
task as one might lmagine. There are, 
however, a few basics that one must 
oOnLemplate to pel in Une right frame 
OF mind. [t's mat that Art is complex; 
he isn’t. Or that he's overbearing: 
he's not. Or that he represents the 
prototypical, temperamental artist; he 
doesn’t. Art is just like you or me. The 
only difference ts that Art had a very 
frank discussion with himsell a very 
POE tite age il de not knew if he 
actually spoke, teat To can assure yoru 
that he had the discussion) in order 
to come to terms with himsclf. To 
understand those terms, one must 
examine the difference between need 
arch war, 

Needs are hasic thiny. ie meed air 
fa breathe, water to donk, shelter ana 
clothing. [t matters not whether you 
have a winter-worn flannel jacket or 
a Brooks Brothers came!-hair topcoat. 
SLITe, YOU May want that topooat from 
the elegant store. The flannel will 
Keep Vou [ust as warm. Art learned a 
Mong time age to be honest about the 
differences, He vowed to take care of 
all the needs of his family and himself 
because lt was the night thing to do. 
Alona the way, Art also learned that 
wants are a completely different thing 
arscl that they are Very Speecial, Those 
wants do mot have to be extravagarl 
OF expensive. A want can be a yearm- 
ing or desire, an wpprade or a luxury. & 
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T could tell you that Art was a farmecy 
lawyer, a mediator, a broker and it 
would not matter one wit. Art's “job” 
was 4 way to take care of his needs. It 
was the wants that created the very 
esence Of What Ne is ro. 

it's a summer day just merth of 
Atlanta and [ am playing the part of 
a buzzing moasquite in Art's basement 
workshop. Art sits on a mechanic’s 
stool that still retains three of its orig- 
inal four legs. As [ poke around the 


shop, humting for scraps of interesting 
stuff, I chide Art to put on some safety 
glasses without even looking his way. 
“Yeah, whatever ...“ Art has [ust put 
on a James bond soundtrack (CD. As 
Shirley Bassey belts out the opening 
bars of Gatalinger, Art brushes a cloud 
of acrylic dust from his chest and 
cxamines a new tamper under intense 
light. He shakes his head back and 
forth, changes out the sanding drum 
on his Dremel tool and mutters that 





the combour just isn't right. He makes 
EXDansive m@estures to me that are sup- 
posed to explain why the progressive 
swoop inward toward the tamp end is 
jus net right. 

~Winat are you talking about! It 
perfect,” 

“Naaaaaih, The curve is all wrong, 
The top balances nicely and the 
imward three-groowe spiral is per- 
fect for the material. But everything 
comes undone when you gel to this 
Rramsition. 11) fix it.” 

“You Te making all that up. There's 
nothing wrong with that piece ana 
vou kmow it. You're just making a 
show to attempt to impress me.” 

“Go read a fun magazine and /'ll 
Anish Unis." 

listead [ choose to bounce around 
the shop, trying to take pictures of 
Art as he creates tampers, [ have mo 
choice because Art has spotted some- 
thing wrong with the tamper and he's 
not going to stop, bathe, eat, sleep, 
anything ... until he has corrected the 
problem. Might as well get something 
Elie done, And he does correct the 
problem in short order, After he is 
done, l avoid admitting that he was 
richt about the shape and we start 
bouncing absolutely insane ideas for 
plpe tampers off of each other. We 
do this while he is working on about 
Eight other pieces, Mell work con these 
pieces all weekericl until they are just 
right and are ready for his final sand- 
ing processes. These ar wants. He 
wants to make the pleces and wants 
them to be perfect. He knows that 
Folks do mat really reed A fariey, arti- 
Ral pape Lam per, Folks want one. Art 
anows that warts are precious things 
and that when you take care of one 
of those wants, well, it should exceed 
expectations. Right now, though, srt 
wants a Five Guys burger and fries 
(50 do |), and we traipse through the 
barely organized chaos of the shop to 
the gatage and head off for a foraging 
Ever, 

Time to backtrack to the most 
recent Chicazo Pipe Show. Art had 
missed the last one because of a fam- 
ily commitment (he wanted to be in 
Chicago, he needed to be at home). 
We were splitting @ table and flying 
im from different parts of the coun- 
try. Art’s entire show inventory fits 


in ome standard Drieicase and it takes 
him all of about three minutes to set 
up. There’s the banner, here's a bag 
full of Jolly Rancher candies splayed 
UL Of the tahie and then oome a 
few Covert tamper mixed in. “People 
want candy, | hope they want my 
tamipers. It's been awhile ...° And he 
starts fidgcting. Art wonders if it is a 
smart idea to have the really expen- 
ve tamper on display. He says that 
he doesn’t wanl to offend anyone in 
light oof the current economic woes, | 
roll cy eyed and setup cy stuit, 

The shaw begins ard Art's friencs 
begin their procession. Pipemakers 
and collectors, neophytes and pillars 
of the plpe world make their way to 
Lhe table to give Arta hearty hello. The 
wife of a well-known carver becomes 
finated of a particular tamper ane 
keeps om adjusting it am the display 
table. Art demands that she take it 
as a gift. No. Yes. Wo. Yes. No. Yes. | 
suggest that she buy him a beer and 
call it good. Call it Danish diplomacy, 
ut fk works, RVery one armrules. Cathers 
Show wp arid talk about their very first 
Mings. Still more show up to add to 
their collections, Art treats everyone 
like a king or a queen because he 
knows that they do not need to buy 
a Ming-Kahuna tamper. They want 
lo, Even those that mention that 
they just dort “get’ the corcept of 
4 3100 tamper garner a smile from 
Art. “You don't have to get it. Dhere’s 
nothing to ect. [f it makes you happy 
and you want jt, then that's great. lf 
mot, it's OR. There's always tapioca!* | 
Can assure yor Enat the last reference 
aod Ter rie. 

We tetire to the roam for a bit of 
a pre-party cocktall and talk about 
what cach of us has managed to 
acquire at the show. | purchased just 
ene item and Art purchased nothing. 
Weve become much more selective 
nce We first started oie this. Les 
as if our wants have become much 
more cefireed. [we got a burch of fis 
tampeTs splayed out on the table and 
am packing up a pipe and savoring 
the remnants of my dram of Caol 
lla, The evening sunsel is streaming 
through a break int the curtains ancl 
highlights the tabbeau, Art STDS a few 
Pictures and proclaims it the perfect 
memory of Chicago. [ become con- 


vinced that Art is mot of this world, 
Everything about this show ls taking 
care of wants. He doesn’t need to 
sleep on this trip because he wants 
lo make sure that all the wants are 


be followed by the post-dirimer firwe- 
thon, the room hopping and then the 
late-night philosophy sit-in on the 
14th floor in a room that is far more 
hazy than the nonsmoking regula- 
Linndé would require. 


Back im Atlanta, [ presume to 
partially understand how Am dows 
what he does. As we head out to 
Five Guys, we make a half-dozen 
slaps alang the way. We pick up 
materials here, tools there, parts in 
a different place, We scart aur burg- 
ers and fries and then head over to 
a nursery to look at palm trees. Art 
points out scenery and points of 
interest and then we are back in the 
dust and frenetic energy of his work: 





shop, Life is Art's muse. The needs 
are taken care of and he comsiders 
himself fortunate to be able to just 
deal with the wants all day lang. 
Everything inspires him. Oriental 
SEmSIDIityY, Burapean engineering, 
Tp Be American Westerism, fluid 
dynamics, Organic composure and 
gastramamy. The man finds a tamper 
in everything. And his workshop is a 
foundry for those tampers to emerge. 
He hoards materials. Twenty differ 
ert Kirids of plastics, acrylics and 
Bxatic resins, plasts, acetates and 
more. Fits, puarage le hardwood, ivory, 
stone and metal ... Every nook and 
cranny is filled with stuff that will 
someday become a tamper. He wants 
i dich Gt. 

As | play the part ol mosyuito 
apaicl, | fim a scrap af a material that 
was used ta make a timp many years 
ago. Art stops what he is doing to 
mutter that he hadn't seen that stulf 
for years. OF course, | suggest that he 
do this, that, a swoop here, come in 
there, flow out like this ... And Art's 
eyes glaze over, [here are probably 
more than a dozen tampers for me 
that have been in the works for many, 
many years. He doesn't need to make 
me another tamper and | certalnly do 
not need another one, But I do want 
EL and AFL wants io make it, You see, 
Art takes pride imi wicst only the wank, 
Put the delivery of the wart, He calls 
it panache, 

l recall a discussion that we had 
Many years apo at his former home 
in Ohia. His workshop there was 
pretty scruffy, too. We were talking 


about movies that had a profound 


Effect upon the viewer, Art was acda- 
mant about the scene in Schindler's 
List when Oskar Schindler was 
describing what he “brought to the 
table.” (kar wasn't a great busi 
nessmanm: he falled at most every 
thing he started, But he Was a 
marketer. Ile might have hac a2 
comtract with the Nazis to deliver 
weapons, but because of his belicfs, 
he never actually delivered a work- 
ing weapon to the war effort. He 
stayed in the good graces of his 
patrcrns hecause of pra chad he, He was 
able to make ach ycerne: Fee: | ao Evy 
his actions and deeds. Schindler 
dicd bankrupt in 1974 but know- 





img that he had helped at Least 
L200 fews escape certain death. 
Schindler wanted to be wealthy. 
He needed “that elementary sense 
of decency and humanity that our 
piphisticated age seldom sincerely 
believes in,” 

Nobody needs Art's tampers, But 
he is enormously happy when some- 
body wants ome. Maybe he just meds 
to be able to make those around him 
hapyy ? 

Ming-hahwna famnpers af avail 
able in a variety of amazing shapes 
aTich «olwxuricouts materials: wwe, 
ning-kahung.com or mingkanwnaaa, 


Cort. 








Back to basics 


The virtues and vagaries of vulcanite 





BY DALE HARBISON 


Many pipe carvers and smokers continue to covet vulcanite 
as the premier material for mouthpieces despite its tendency 
toward oxidization 


There i535 mo part of a pipe more 
intimately connected with its smok- 
er than the mouthplece, And just 
like any other amorous affair, this 
intimate connection is prone ta 
becoming a love-hate relationship. 
When a vuleanite stem falls victim 


to oxidation, adoration can quickly 
turn to frustration. That greenish- 
brown haze can cloud up any love 
affalr with a pipe and even sour the 
laste of the most savory of smoking 
instruments, It is litthe comfort, but 
Pipe smokers can take some solace 


Tedd johnson pipes often utilize vulcanite as 
a large part of the design 
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in the axiom that “misery loves 
company.” For instance, take these 
successive postings from an online 
forum: 

“Has anyone any ideas of how to 
get rid of that stench of rubber that 
same .,, Glider pieces tend ta get... 
after they have been worked on a 
bit? Especially onee you start using 
them and the chamber gets moist?” 

Someone else jolms in: “Do you 
think the stink comes from the 
interior—hot steam an the cham: 
ber—or the exterior trom saliva on 
the shank?” 

A member of the forum takes 
a Stab at the original question: 
“Ebontte is vulcanized rubber. The 
vulcanization process involves mlx: 
ing sulfur in with the rubber, The 
smell and brownish-gteen tint is the 
Tesult of the sulfur leaching out to 
the surface.” 

Another member chimes in: 
“You're talking about that ‘burning 
tires’ smell. right?” 

And a final rejoinder follows: “It's 
not the rubber sovell. it's the ‘rubber 
is degrading-acnd-buming-penetrat- 
Ing-naustating’ oxidation and sulfur 


simcll. I'm thinking carnauba wax 
might help. Beeswax is too soft and 
melts too cool." 

These remarks reflect a vernacular 
familiar to any seasoned pipe smok- 
er and include references to mouth- 
pieces, shanks, oxidation, moist 
chambers and even carnauba wax. A 
lurker toe the site might be surprised 
to learn that these pleas for help and 
expressions of frustration come—not 
[rom a pipe lorum—but from a Web 
site called “hax on the Web." Pipe 
smokers can find concordant accom- 
Paniment with saxophone plavers 
when it comes to the discordance 
associated with vulcanite and oxida- 
tion of mouthpleces on their prized 
[ristPulerre rts. 

A noticeable feature of this O and 
Ais the abundance of questions and 
grievances—and dearth of answers— 
which is a hallmark of similar pipe 
discussion boards. Despite the frus- 
trations, vulcanite remains a favored 
material for plpe carvers because of 
its amiability to creative hands and 
the stunning warks of art it takes ma 
stall part in producing, Some pipe 
carvers, including Todd Johnson, 
have carved out distinct lines of 
Pipes that celebrate yvulcanite with 
designs in which the briar plays sec- 
ond fiddle, Some of Johnson's most 
extreme andl aesthetically navel 
designs incorporate vulcanite at 
both ends of the pipe, with the Briar 
bowl and shank toward the mid- 
section. The deeply rich and dark 
color of vulcanite, combined with 
its glasslike glow when polished, 
makes it an appealing medium ta 
wark with far many pipe artisams. 
Although acrylic may be a mare 
rigid material than vulcamite, it ts 
also mote brittle. Because vulcanite 
ls less apt to crack, Johnsom says it 
can be fashioned into sleeker stem 
designs. 

"Yulcanite can be cut much thin- 
tier than acrylic at the bit—a posi- 
tive attribute both for the carver 
and for the smoker. Because it's far 
less brittle, a carver need not leave 
early as much material ight at the 
button to create a bit that won't be 
vulnetable to bite-through,” 

Compared toe acrylic materials, 
which are noticeably mote rigid and 





Sulfur 


mare difficult ta model into desired 
designs, vulcanite is more accom- 
madating ta a carver's tools and 
easier to ply into shape. Pipe artisan 
Skip Elliott of Birmingham, Ala., 
says the difference between the two 
substances is considerable. “Every 
stroke with a fille, knife or sand- 
paper takes about 40 percent more 
material off vulcanite than acrylic.” 
For the pipe smoker, Elliott says, 
"Wulcanite has a more pliable feel to 
the tecth.” Conversely, he says, vul- 
canite is more prone to indentations 
from teeth and brings with it the 
never-ending threat of oxidation. 


Where the rubber meets the 
maw 

Yulcanite, which is also called cbo- 
nite by many, is vulcanized rub- 
ber. However, some reserve the 
label ebonite for high-end materials 
lhal contain less sulfur and typi- 
cally come from Germany, says Paul 
Hildebrand, owner of Pipe Makers 
Emporium. Hildebrand imports his 
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ebonite rads from Germany and also 
sells molded vulcanite stems. In the 
broader sense, Vulcanite and ebonite 
are hard robbers. Hard rubbers are 
used in a variety of other applica- 
tioms, such a5 grips amd casings for 
ink pens and other writing imple- 
ments. They are durable, pliable, 
relatively soll to the touch and heat 
resistant, which are qualities that 
make vulcanized rubber ideal for a 
Tange of applications. A quick search 
around the house will produce vari- 
etles of vulcanite found on ltems 
from kitchen utensils to pens—and 
of course thres. The heat resistance 
and toughness of Vulcanized rubber 
combined with its ability to remain 
tractable are crucial to its suctess as 
tires on the road. Vulcanization is a 
manufacturing method that involves 
essentially four Ingredients: rubber, 
sulfur, heat and pressure bo mold it 
into shape. Sulfur is a key stabilizing 
agent in the process—and an ideal 
catalyst for the onslaught of oxida- 
tion, says chemist Mike Serra, an 
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Raw ebonite rad stock 


astociale professor al Youngstown 
State Liniversity in Glia. As a natu 
rally occurring element, sulfur, ane 
Oganic compounds containing sul- 
fur, is highly prone to oxidizing. 

Thus, the more sulfur contained 
In a particular vulcanite compound, 
the more apt it is bo oxidize. Mixing 
irs just the rigiit Arron’ of Siulbsar 
aricl ballowirng ‘trick bakirig prec e- 
dures are critical steps in the process, 
says Meike Huijssen of Schonberger 
Ebonite Manufacturing in Germany. 
"The secret i6 the mixture. In most 
of the ehonite, (there is} too much 
cilfur, and the ebonite is not vul 
Canized with the pertect time arid 
temperature,” 

The depth of color that vulcanite 
achieves is a result of a fastidi- 
ous preparation and baking protocol 
that takes tlme and vigilance ta 
perfect al SEM. Huiljssen says the 
company's Special reac pe determines 
exactly “how lone the ebonite hiss 
ta be in the baking process to be 


ow 
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Vulcanized rubber 





absolutely perfectly baked. If it Is 
rece lore enough, the calar will be 
a little Bit brown, riot pure Hrlack, 
[t also [takes| us about two years to 


jachieve| the perfect [result!.” 


Overcoming oxidation 

To Begin to grapple with the ami- 
rors abstacle that Ongoing ax iclacieot 
presents, it is important to under- 
stand the chief causes. Oxidation is a 
common Gocurrence in any number 
of chemical compounds and natural 
substances. It requires very little in 
lermis of a calalys! lo pet started, In 
the sirmprlest terimns, Okidation is the 
result ofa subtie subatomic reaction, 
which can bein with a single atom 
jcttisoning a single clectron. Once 
the process gets going. it is hard to 
stop, says Serra. 

"Hi tends to be a chain-teaction 
ever,” he SVS, “nce WOU prliock 
ane electron away Freaemy am ateorri, 
then that atom gets busy looking for 
another electron to replace the one 


it lost, and you get a chain reaction 
with the other atoms.” 

The tire industry has inspired 
most scientific studies of oxidation 
in fiatd rubber, and research that 
cates back to the early and mid- 
1900s has exposed several perpetra- 
tors in the process. The key culprit 
is the combination of air and light. 
Of course, oxygen plays a prominent 
mole in oxidation. The rate of its dif- 
Tiisior if assmciated with the rate al 
oxidation in rubber, according to a 
1964 collection of scientific papers 
om the aging of both raw and vul- 
canized rubber, compiled by Hans 
Janecka. Studies in Janecka’s collec- 
tion further assert that heal exacer 
bates oxidation, a finding Lhat has 
been corraborated By other studies, 
Further studies show that maisture 
accelerates these subatomic reac- 
tions as well. Thus, cool, dry ¢cnvi- 
TonmMents are best for inhibiting the 
encroachment of oxidation. “The 
fate of oxidation is slow al ordinary 
TEL peratures inl ... [ow OxVeeEn ana 
oxygen-free (environments). It is 
os Bteatly accelerated by [a) rise in 
temperature and by absorption of 
sunlight.” one study detalls. When 
a substance absorbs sunlight, tree 
fadical chains kick into gear and 
hasten oxidation, 

Few acditives are effective toward 
inhibiting oxidation, though the 
tire industry remains busy trying 
to identify mew ones, Says Serra. 
Activity In patent applications indi- 
cates that scientists are eager to find 
higtaly effective antioxidants for vu: 
cumized ribher 

A missing tlectron is what con- 
verts an atom to a free radical state, 
According to Serra, these free radi- 
cals and their electron depletion 
results im those subatomic chain 
reactions, and with the added pres 
ence of sultur, it all sims Lips te 
high probabilities for oxidation, The 
language alone is enough to make 
a smoker want to shield his prized 
vulcanite by squirreling it away in 
a pipe sock and box, sealed in a 
vacuum-tight container and tucked 
cheep inside the closet with the doors 
shut—and with the blinds and cur- 
tains drawn in the room 

Once oxidation gets started, the 


A vuleanile slém by Skip Elliott 
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pipe smoker is faced with a dilemma 


in Whieh the best he can haope 
for is a draw, A pri pas needs ample 
air circulation to properly dry out 
at @ desired rate between smokes 
Putting the pipe in lockdown will 
undermine this important step in 
the smoking regimen, vet placing 
LL itt an environment With circular 
trig air will hasten oxidation. The 
best place to shore a DIpE 1s expused 
ta some air (preferably dry air), 
with little to mo air circulation, in 
the darkest possible place and In 
col lem peratures. Qf course, stor 
ine pipes this way prevents the pipe 
Prithisiast from taking pleasure in a 
wide-upen display of his treasures 
[i vms at every turn in combating 
oxidation, the pipe smoker must 
sactifice something of value. 


When the battle begins 
The process of 
throughout the natural and syn- 
thetic world. “We race against time 


oxidation occurs 







to peel @& pertata before it turns 
hrown—a result of oxidation—and 
we strip and prime the Hadio Flyer 
before we repaint it. Rust is among 
the most widely witnessed forms of 
oxidation. In his song “Hey Hey, My 
My (Into The Black),” Neil Young 
Sines, “rust never sleeps” (on his 
album also by that mame), Neither 
dacs oxidation sleep on the stem of 
a pipe once it takes hold, 

When a pipe is beset with a bad 
case of oxidation that cannot he 
removed by simple polishing, the 
battle begins, Don't expect us to 
alter any magical chemical solutions 
to the problem here, We are met 
about to stray from our adherence to 
the strict but common-sense adage: 
“IE vou wan't put it in your mouth, 
don't put it on your pipe." 

There are plenty of home rem 
edies ta be found that use an aston 
ishing aTTay ot hiisebhold cleaners 
containing harsh chemicals, such 
as ammonia and chlorine. The des- 


Stem by Larry Roush 


Peration among pipe smokers whe 
Bring out the chemical weapors like 
abrasive powders and bleach is sadly 
understandable. Anyone wishing to 
use such a chemical cleanser may 
want to visit the U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services Household 
Products Datakhase, published at Apres, 
momrA.go. A product search will 
produce a list of chemical properties 
and known potential health risks 
of common cleaner. Long before 
breaking out the jug of bleach from 
the laundry room, Pipe smoxners 
should try @ light pipe polish on a 
soit cloth—fut the price ieygrecti- 
ent must be patience, Light comtings 
of oxidation can often be removed 
with minimal measures, but it takes 
a great deal of time to polish away 
all oxidation. Don’t give up after a 
lew minutes of rubbing. Be ready to 
Settle irk far a while. Follow 4 least 
approach 
Temeving oxidation. Always begin 
with the most subtle technigues 
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Unfinished ebonite rod stock 





Superine vulcanite dust, from which rod stock is made 


for any pipe cleaning or polishing 
procedure. Only bring out the sand- 
paper or buffing wheel when noth- 
Ing else will do. And be cautious 
with high speeds and firm pressure 
when using a buiting wheel—or the 
pPracess just might produce a stench 
reminiscent of a drag race, 

When oxidation scttles into a 
pipe stem, a never-ending Battle Ls 
sure to ensue, but for many, lt is one 
worth fighling. Ultimately, the war 
Pray only he Work by way ofa new 
Custom, vulcanite stem, preferably 
from the original pipemaket, 


The acrylic alternative 

Those who grow weary of the per- 
petual polishing and doting over 
Fulcanile may end up abandoning it 
albogether, and acrylic does provide 
some advantages, From the: stane- 
point of the pipe carver, a convinc- 
Ing advantage may be cost. Acrylic 
ls a far more economical cholce and 
runs roughly one-third the price tag 
of high-end yulcanile, or ebonile, 
rods. [8 may cost a pipe artisari 
upward of $15 in material to mike 
ome stem from a section of ¢bonite 


30 


Tod, while a similarly sized section 
of acrylic may cost about $5. The 
difference can be considerable for 
lower-end pipes, but negligible for 
superlative smaking instrumerits. 
Elliotts frist recently completed 
pipe as oof press thie was “The Elliot 
Shingles Pipe,” listed at $1,250. For 
such high-end pines, the additional 
cost of ebonite is negligible, and 
acrylic provides few advantages 
beyond greater variety. 

The any thing | can think al 
is that jacty¥lic| Rives (Lore vari- 
ety for colors and designs,” says 
Elliott. For the pipe smoker, he 
says, “Acrylic stays clean and does 
not bite through as easily.” And, of 
course, “It does not oxidize.” 


For many, vulcanite remains 
unrivaled 

There are mytiad reasons to endure the 
challenges that ebonite presents, says 
Huljssen. “Tt has a much better feeling 
in the hand .... The material has an 
excellent quality [and is the best for 
producing a] Tigh polish." The dark 
shimmering cepth of highly polished 
yulcanite is indecd unmatched by 
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any acrylic. While acrylic can reach 
a glossy sheen on its surface, it just 
doesn’t plumb the reflective depths 
the way vulcanite does. 

When it comes to Cumberland 
Bits, some Purists reserve the term 
expressly for stems fashioned fron 
yulcanite. Cumberland, in a strictly 
scmantic sense, refers only to a partic- 
wlar style involving contrast of color 
and swirl or wave patterns. The desig- 
nation does nat necessarily denote a 
specitic maternal, Nevertheless, there 
is something quite speclal about a 
highly polished brown and black 
Cumberland bit of superar yulca- 
nite. [t's worth noting that brown 
Cumberland Js likely among the best 
possible patterns to help camouflage 
ihe effects of oxidation, 

And in the pipe smoker's hard, 
the feel of vulcanite is a more inti- 
mate ont with a warmer, softer 
touch, Huijssen says. “[Vulcanite| 
is always warm and has a softer 
[feel] than acrylic. It gives a better 
feeling,” Although it warms slight- 
l¥ Wher scriokecd, Vuleanite cloesri't 
overheat easily, and the warmth 
Huijssen cites is in contrast to the 
relatively cold, hard feel of acrvlic. 

Despite the wulnerabilltles and 
Vagarles of vulcanite, its devotees 
awear by its distinctive combina 
tion of attractive and plensicng Eraits, 
Whether it's @ mouthpiece om a 
tobacco pipe or saxophone, vulcamite 
lovalists welcome its relatively reso- 
nant and characteristic clunk when tt 
taps against thelr teeth, as opposed to 
the clicketp-clack signature of acrylic 
mouthpieces, Those whe stay true to 
vulcanite as their preferred mouth- 
piece material, in spite of its short- 
comings, will at some point realize 
that oxidation ts inevitable. It is an 
orpanic process of free radicals and 
lest electrons that follows the basic 
laws of the natural chemical world at 
the subatomic level, Just a little bit af 
air and light for an extended period 
is all it takes to turm an otherwise 
blissful relationship into one fraught 
with challenges. Nevertheless, when 
it comes to maintalning any mean 
inglul and intimate relationship, the 
flaws of the one Peo Lore mitist he 
accepted and even embraced with 
devotion and great care. P& | 
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BY MARE LAMOTLEE 





If you can't change the 
law, move the shop! 


When new laws made it tmpossible for customers to smoke, 
Cigar Merchant sunply moved to friendlier surroundings 


Pipe Manager Ben Walker 





The basement lounge is busy but 
not overflowing, A card game is 
going on at a Dusy table in the back, 
and the murmur of conversation ts 
occasionally punctuated by laughter 
chr eX Pressiqns re dismay, The play: 
ETS. meastly college-age YOUN Ceri, 
smoke clair and sip bottled beer 
from a local microbrewery. A few fect 
away, two men sit om leather chairs 
smoking pipes. They've loaded their 
hawls from a lin that sits on the cof 
fee table between them. Jay Cline, a 
farmer Anny chemical weapons spe- 
alist who mow works in insurance, 
and john Burrow are talking about 
Africa. Burrow was in east Africa as 
a Peace Corps volunteer, and Cline 
Seri Time on that continent during a 
previaus career as an anthrapolapist, 
Between them sits a crystal decanter 
of expensive Scotch that Cline keeps 
upstairs im his cigar locker. 

In the corner, two younger men 
are hunched over a chessboard. hey 
cay Lictle, PRC Terigirip orily i few Ser- 
heres between) mares. 

The décor is similar to what you'd 


expoct in an English tavern or gentle- 
man's club. The furniture is leather 
and wood. The walls are decorated 
with nautical equipment and tobac- 
co memorabilia. Heavy ashtrays sit 
an tables spread with pipe and cigar 
magazines. On one wall, a flat-screen 
television shows a baseball game at 
law volume. 

Although the smokers sit in sepa- 
fale conversational knots, lhe groups 
accasionally exchange a tew friendly 
words. From time to time, someone 
will break off from one group and 
jain another. The lounge is the sort 
of place where you can walk up to a 
group already deep in conversation 
and be welcomed and invited to sil 
ana chat. 

it's like this om most Friday and 
Saturday evenings at the Cigar 
Merchant im Blue Springs, Mo. 
Although the owners and employ: 
ees of the store make a living and 
keep the doors open by selling pipes, 
cigars and tobacco, they consider the 
smoking lounge to be the heart of 
the business. 

Weekends aren't the only busy 
lime forthe lounge, acconding to Pipe 
Manager Her Walker, Tokaceo lovers 
come atid go throughout the day, 
he says, Businessmen with laptops 
use the lounge as a place to pet work 
done away from the office. College 
kids spend the afternoon smoking 
aria peat Le LT “People come here 
inisteme of someplace like Starticks,” 
Weber says. "Tes a litth bit more 
Erawn up and provides a little bit of 
gentility.” 

Although the lownge’s clientele is 
varied, Weber savs that they all share 
“a desire lor sociely.” For many of 
the peapl: whe gather at the Cipar 
Merchant, it serves the same fune- 
lion as a neighborhood bar. It's a 
place to relax and enjoy a hobby. 
It's a Place to talk with old friends 
and meet new ones, [t's a third space 
between Work and home, & place for 
relaxation and enjoyment. 

OF course, it's also a place to 
smoke. It’s that activity that drove 
the Cigar Merchant from Its previous 
lacation in Independence, Mo., to a 
new Hamme five minutes away in Flue 
Springs. (Independence does choot wel- 
come smokers, even when they light 


up inside a tobacoo shop, 

The Cigar Merchant opened four 
years age in Independence, a suburb 
of Kansas City, Mo. The shop opened 
on the end of a strip mal! adjoin. 
ing several large businesses, and the 
stare quickly built up a regular and 
loyal group of customers, One of the 
central attractions, apart from the 
walk-in humidor, was the smoking 
lounge. There, pipe and cigar aficlo- 
nados could enjoy a bow! of tohaceo 
cf a cigar, Wwabeh television, socialize 
or just relax. The lounge was an itvvi- 
tation to stay for a while, to make 





1 top to the store more than just a 
quick stop to grab a few ounces of 
bobacce, 

According to Walker, who has 
worked at the Clgar Merchant from 
its earliest davs, the lounge, and the 
Welcoming atmosphere if created, 
were always central to the owners’ 
vision of what a tobacco store should 
be. 

Over the mext several years, the 
business continued to grow. [ust as 
the owners hapexd, if Was becoming Fl 
destination and & gathenng spot, 

All of that changed when 


a4 
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Independence decided to impose 
a smoking ban. The ban included 
every public establishment, includ- 
ite bars, restaurants and retail stores. 
There was no exception for tobacco 
shops. Just that quickly, the Cigar 
Mecrchant’s smoking lounge was 
closed down. 

Although business continued to 
he Streorig, SOrretn ing had been lost, 
Before the barn, visitor to the store 
could wander around puffing om a 
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pipe while they looked over the mer- 
chandise or chatted with the employ: 
ees. Walker and Cigar Manager Drew 
Smith often smoked ai they worked 
the register, Customers would often 
wander into the lounge and find 
that what started as a short trip had 
metamorphosed into an hour or two 
mM bliss. 

SOW, &2 ho-smtiokiog decal greeted 
people coming throughs the devrsr, 
The air in the shop no lomger car- 
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fied the tang of burning tobacco. 
Customers still came, but they usu- 
ally stayed anly long enough to make 
a few purchases, which they would 
have to light up elsewhere, 

While the Cigar Merchant did 
not lose money after the ban, its 
growth was mot as rapid as before. 
Cigarmakers and plpemakers weren't 
as interested in holding events where 
peaple couldn't try their products, 
And being a tobacco shap that fer- 
bade smoking did mot fit with the 
owners’ wisiom. Besides, Walker 
notes, “It just seemed silly to have 
a cigar store pou can’t smoke in." 
something had to change. 

The first step was to approach the 
Independence City Courcil and ask 
for a modification of the ordinance, 
At flest, several council members 
seemed sympathetic, according to 
Walker. Even the mavor seemed to be 
on the tobacconist's side. But when 
the issuc came ta a vote, the same 
council members voted down any 
change im the law. “The only mem- 
bers who were honest with us were 
the ones who were against us from 
the beginning,” Walker says. 

The solution came trom a chance 
meeting with amother city cour 
member, Then-manager jeff Johnson 
ran inte Blue Springs City Council 
member Lyle Shaver at church one 
Sunday. lohnson was aware that Blue 
Springs was also implementing a 
smiakitig ban, but this ote dic reat 
apply to tobacco stores. 

Johnson and Shaver talked about 
whether a store like the (Cigar 
Merchant would be welcome in Blue 
Springs, The answer was yes. 

Sot only was Blue Springs more 
welcoming to the tobaccomist, a mear- 
ly perfect location had just become 
available. A building on Highway 7, 
the main thoroughtare through Blue 
Springs, was available for rent. [t sat 
on a commer just a block [rom 1-70, 
the main east-west toute through 
the Kansas City area, and one of the 
busicst interstates in the nation. The 
store and its billboard were visible 
from 1-70. The high-profile location 
would be a dramatic change [rom the 
relatively hard-to-gee storefront the 
Cigar Merchant then accupied, 

There were stil] a few concerns. 


The new location was less than five 
minutes from the Independence 
store, but would the regulars be will- 
Ing to Come ta a new location? There 
Wits also Che gueition of the lease 
an the old locatiqgn—there wes still 
mare than a year lefi on the conm- 
tract. Could the owners afford to pay 
rent on two locations, one of which 
would generate no income? 

They decided to risk the move. 
Rather than shit down while the 
under way, employ- 
ees worked regular hours at the 
Independence store and moved 
Inventory and equipment after clos- 
ing Lime. By the time the old sore 
began 4 final closeout sale, the new 
store wis teady to open, The day 
after the old store closed its doors for 
the last time, the new store held its 
grand opening. 

Fatrans of the Independence store 
walked into a very different space in 


Movi Wilh 


Blue Springs, While the old store was 
clearly a generic retail space turned 
into a tobacconist, the new space 
looked as though it had never been 
anything but a pipe and cigar store. 
The whole store is temperature and 
Horrid y controlled, and the cigars 
are laid cnct in several densely picked 
aisles, Three display cases full of 
pipes and accessorics arc arranged 
near the door. A special case 15 dedi- 
cated to Dunhill pipes and lighters. 
One whole comer of the store is dec 
cated to [vdpae tobacco house bberials., 
bulk anal tins, 

Downstairs, the smoking Lounge 
was open. The leather furniture had 
been moved fram the old store, along 
with the chess set, dartboard and 
WOKE Indian. [oh oOfe side was a 
‘mall kitchen, which was available 
to Customers, 

The lounge rules are simple: No 
disposing of cigar butts or plpe dottle 
In the trashcans. Patroms are expect 
ed io make some sort of purchase, 
Everyone Who enters the store mitist 
be of legal age. Other than that, the 
only requirement seems to be to 
enjoy oncself and smoke in peacc. 

After more than a year at the new 
lacation, the business’ growth has 
remained strong. The leat on the 
ola store will be up by the time this 
article is published. And the smoking 


Chad-Anders 


lounge is the gathering spot for both 
regulars and newcomers. 

Stith or Walker is behind the coun 
ter nearly every day. [hey greet farnil 
lar custaumers by name and welcome 
first-timers. Many of the regulars stop 
by the counter to chat as they shop. 
The tang of tobacco Js again im the air. 
As closing time mears, Ihe employees 
pometines make their way down to 
the iounge to sit and chat. [t's after 
well after closing time before the last 


john Brandon 





customers amble to the doar. 

After smoking restrictions made 
tabaceo sellers personae non gratae 
im one city, the Cigar Merchant has 
been made welcome in another. The 
proprictors hope that tobacco lowers 


Will also feel welcome im the store's 


new home. P& 1] 
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Mac Baren, a fourth-generation fam 
llhy-awned business started in 1RE?, 
has an interesting histary. Although 
it’s regarded as 2 leader in Danish- 
style tobacco blends, its modern-day 
lise to prominence was triggered by 
jorgen Halberg, who was stranded in 
Lhe United States alter traveling from 





Denmark just before the outbreak of 
World War Il. He stayed for 12 years, 
working in tobacce factories, then 
Went home and started cranking out 
blends that remain well respected, 
Perhaps his firsthand txperience 
working with the fimest Virginia and 
Burley leaf in the States made a 
difference, because Mac Haren con 
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tinues to be recognized for using 
exceptionally high-grade base leaf 
for its pipe tohacood. It was interest 
ing for us to try some af the blends 
we haven't reviewed Gehoare, analyse 
anew entry and revisit a couple of 
classics. While the Danish blending 
tradition may scTeam “aromatic,” 
consider these Kinder, gentler Lobac 
Cos (including ar exciting aclclition 
ba the Company's manaromatic line- 
up, Whose quality will appeal to a 
wide range of tastes. 

Mixture Moderne 

Crdceet LE You've DEE Selo ng a Peer 
Ta lige tue aromatic, this blend atfers 
the opportunity to take a step up 
and sample what a smooth and cool 
aromatic pipe tobacco should deliv- 
er. (mce again, the base tobaccos of 
Wellaged Virginia leaf and a very 
Stith Diack Cavernidisth pat generic 
ircmatics to shame, The blend lig ties 
quickly and easily, although | found 
itt much more appealing with 484 
hours of drying time im the tin, with 
the lid off. lt wasn’t goopy right out 
of the tin, bul it smoked a bit tao 
wet hor mV taste. 

Even with air drving, it smoked a 
bit juicy, and | had to swab it out fre- 
quently whether smoking my briars 
or meerschaums. It had good smoke 
TOLMIMLE DLL Was &@ Did challenging io 
Keep burning. Although there was 
some fine-caked Virginia tebaced in 
this mixture, peppered by agercasive 


chunks of Burley that kept the blend 
interesting and complex, it didn't 
really distinguish itself. it was a nice, 
straightforward blend delivering an 
Honest aromatic character With its 
honey and variilla avertores, 


Hane: Described as a Danish blend, 
Mixture Moderne Includes Virgimia 
[obacces, the Mac Baren Modern 
Cavendish and ready rubbed Burley. 
The arama in the tin is tweet and 
moderately aromatic with a hint 
of toasted cherry of prune. The cut 
is a mix of irregular nibbons and 
strands and Cavendish cut chunks. 
The compodition is goalden to medi 
um and darker brown tohaccos, with 
a good proportion of black tebaceo 
represented by the Cavendish. <At 
the match, there was a sting to the 
palate from the body provided by 
the slightly tart Burley, and a medi 
um flavor level from the matured 
Virginias that was complemented 
by the sweet, fruity character of the 
flavoring agent used. Hy mid-bow!, 
Mixture Moderne becomes very 
smooth, with the Virginias becoming 
More mellow, There was a nice inter 
play of flavors between the deeper 
and lighter motes of the Wirgirias 
complemented by the added flavwor- 
ing in the Cavendish. Onee most of 
this flavoring was burned off, the 
sweetness of the Wirginias lent a nice 
finish ta the bowl. This would he a 
good aromatic blend to enjoy atiy 
hime of the cay and should be attrac- 
live in a crowd, 


Virginia Mo. 1 
| frequently receive e-mails 
[rom new anid Veteran pipe putters 
askirne for recommendations about 
tasty bright Virginia fobaccas. This is 
a tough catemory. By nature, bright, 
or flue-cured, Virginla tobaccos are 
for should be) sweet and hich in 
figar content, On the other hand, 
the sugars contribute ta a fast burn 
And consequent tongue bite. in seek- 
ing this perfect balance of sweetness 
and smoothness, the quest ls often 
more vin and yuck than yin and 
yarc. 
I Welcomed the opportunity to 
review Virginia So, 1, which is one 
of the Mac Baren classics that is 


unfortunately overlooked by some 
simply because it has been around 
for so darned long. This yellow-gold 
Mixture if Peady rubbed Put still 
shows its roots as a pressed, aged 
cake, The nose of this gold and tan 
blend caries a bit of buckwheat 
honey {a bit musty and carthy, rath- 
er than simply sweet), but mostly 
[LSE Sugary, Pure Virginia bonaceos. 
It works best when packed loosely, 
[it stands up fine without further 
rubbing, but if you're going for a 
smali-bowl smoke, rub it aut inte 
fine strands. 

his if a Naturally sweet mixture 
without 2 pfreat deal mo! depih, This 
iS i Shritig quartet witht any reads 
amd is a pertect moming or mitkday 
smoke. If there is a better wake-up 
call than a cup of joe and a bowl of 
this, | don’t know what it ls. Like 
any bright Virginia, it will punish 
Four tongue if smoked boo agres 
sively, so savor and praff slowly 

The mixture sweetens throughout 
the bowl, which is a sure sign of 
well-cured and aged tobaccos. ho 
cloppy mess or glycerin casing alver- 
Laate. li Tou don't smoke aromatics, 


fecl confident about smoking this in 
your best briars without worrying 
about a lingering aromatic resonance 
Fou cam l remove, Any Tlavared top 
Pitt is minimal, so for those of you 
seeking a bright Virginia mixture 
with loads of character and a mini- 
mum of sauce, look mo further. This 
is an outstanding choice for English 
blend smokers seeking that excep 
tinnal bright Virginia, ariel for aro 
mriathic smokers who would welcome 
a crossover blend 


This 16 a classic sweetened 
Virginla blend that is ready rubbed, 


The first whiff into the tin reveals 


ad pleasant, lightly fragrant sweel 
ness anda hint of fruit, The color is 
mostly golden Virginias combined 
with medium tans and browns and 
darker brown tobaccos. After a bit 
more ribbing and alr-drying, | load 
ed Virginia No, 1 in a medium 
large Bowl and packed it lightly, 
At first light, the initial Mayers had 
good depth from the more matured 
Virginias, with the golden tobacco 
ylelding a nice tanginess. The added 
Havoring was delicate, contributing 
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Friends of the honorable art 
and sport of pipe smoking: 


to thank you for making 


tiriial F ipe Smokers’ Celebration and 


The CORPS would like 
the 25th A 
FF. MPPCSULIOT £1 ALE suoress. A 5 ae ul thanks to 
all the vendors and collectors who aided in this 
lawless weekend, 

From the dinner Friday night t 
auction on Sunday, 4a great time 


the kids chanty 
was had by all! 
A milestone has been met with the 
the first 25 years of the CORPS Expositions. We 
eould not have the sics We experience Year 


closing of 


“PSS 
after Year Th manele A 
and friendship. 
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With a quick look to the future, the C 
smokers Celebration and Exposition next year 
will be Oct. 1-3, 2010 ... We believe this wall 
be the ONLY smoking-able show in the U.8., 
certainly the only one on the East Coaat . 


More to follow in a future edition of P&T 


ORPS Pipe 
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Enjoy smoking your pipe and reading Pel 
mapazine. 


he Conclave Of Richmond 
Pipe Smokers—CORPS 
LLL Corp Ibe SiTLoRers.o : 
P.0, Box 2463 « Chesterfield, ' 





to the tobacco tastes without keeping them from casily 
coming through. By mid-bowl, this blend became very 
smooth and mellow, with a delicate interplay from the 
Farious Virginias used. After some of the added flavor 
ing fac Burned off, the sweet character of the Virginias 
came throoush nicely, makin this a Very pleasant Hlericl 
ta the finish. As with many Virginia blends, this one 
can be prone to overheating with an aggressive puft- 
Ing rhythm, but a slow, smooth rhythm will reward 
the smoker with a cool smoke throughout the bowl. 
The flavors are more delicate than the more matured 
Virginia blends, so itis to your advantage to avoid over- 
putting. 


HH Acadian Perique 
(rack: Mac Karen his definitely distinguished itself with 
Lhe introduction of HH Vintage Syrian and HH Matured 
Virginia, showing fust how deftly it selects and blends 
babacces without the aid of aromatic flavorings, Once 
again, it raises the Virginia-Perique bar with its introduc- 
tion of HH Acadian Perique, which presents the tangy 
aroma of a blend with meaningful amounts of high- 
grade Perique. it was intriguing toa pick out some bright 
pres TI Sbrips att bnpaoo, feminiscenmt of jacle Wrappers Lb 
(‘IMerican Cigars ae sd oe 
have Geen Flue cured, but heat curech at well to arrest 
aging while the chlorophyll is still present in the Leaf. 
[t's an interesting aromatic balance to the heavily cured 
Perique. 

rhe aroma of plums, dried currants, peppercorns and 
the tit, aroma of this multicolared 


‘These are leaves that mot only 


ces Mh present in 
black, tan and gold blend. There is definitely ary uirieler- 
current of Oriental leaf sweetness, complementing the 
peppery Perigque and sweet but subtle Virginias. 

Easy to light, the tangy medium-cut mixture starts 
delivering a wide range of favors from the get-go. There 
are earth and leather 
cumin and coriander, 


overlones, spice resonances like 


atic a dash of Virginia sweetness, 
All l could think of is thet this blend is Seip scie akin 
toa an Indian restaurant buffet—sweet, savory and unctu- 
ous. It comtaims a dark-fired Kentucky Burley (one of my 
favorites, and a real rarity in pipe tobaccos), which is 
VEY prominent in its bassa profinde role, lending rich 
fess to the peppery Perigue, sweet Orientals and aplash 
aft sweet dark Cavendish, Mac fiaten Cavendish ; 
outstanding 

You almost don’t notice the Virginia base tobaccos, 
but they tle the blend together in a very appealing man- 
ner. While it is most certainly not a cigar leaf blend, | 
has a cigarlike character that differentiates it fram many 


is rea ly 


pape hoa. 
thing like dry sherry or even a gin martin with olives, 
Not many pipe tobaccos work well as a cigar substitute, 
but this one docs. For those predisposed to think of Mac 
Haren tobacoos as being sweet and Danish im style, this 
should be an epiphany. [t's great out of the tin but prom 
ites to age well, given the opportunity for the Virginias 


Like & cigar, it could go Well with some 


tc Clewer copy fairthier ariel thie Pernique te meld with the 
ble nal 


Hane: This is one of the newer blends 
added to the HH Signature series 
from Mac Karen that features the 
Acadian Perlque, which announces 
itself a8 s00m as the tin is opened, 
HH Acadian Perique is a complex 
mix of Virginias, Burleys, dark-fired 
Kentucky and Chicntals. [t has a light, 
earthy, tart aroma in the tin, and the 
moisture level was suitable for ready 
lnading, unless you prefer to allow 
your tobacco ta dry first, The Ghee 
features a variety of Virjginias from 
golden ta ted, including medium- 
brown ribbons, and these are mixed 
Into darker brown and black leaf. 
At the first light, the Virginias con- 
tribute a medium level of sweetness, 
with the Burley lending body anal 
the Onientals and Kentucky lending 
depth. The Perique works well with 
all these components and is blend- 
ed in just the right amount to add 
complexity and its unique character 
without contributing significantly to 
the overall flavor, Gy mid-bowl, the 
pungency of the Orientals began to 
flourish, adding more spiciness to the 
smoke and nicely complementing the 
Perigue and Virginias. This is a nice 


addition to the Signature series and 
deserves a place on your to-try list. 


Original Choice 
Crate: As ever diehard aromatic [owv- 
ers will admit, a great many black 
Cavendish mixtures seem to be refu- 
gees from a bubble gum factory. 
The classic process to create black 
Cavendish if heating and steam- 
ing burley and Virginia tobaceos to 
(Teate a sweet and intense product, 
However, manufacturers have taken 
huge liberties. 5o heavily sauced they 
never dry, so-called black Cavendish 
mixtures can smoke wet, hot and 
acrid, leaving a goopy dottle behind 
and positively ruining the fMavar of 
4 pipe forever, Besides, the heavy 
Cavendish processing is often used 
to cover up low-grade tobacco. That 
is mot the case here. Considering the 
years many Mac Harem blends have 
been around, Original Choice is a 
relatively recent int reschicticorn. 
Opening & tin promises same- 
thing very different than typical 
black Cavendish. Although your 
nose 16 greeted by the pungent, 
Pleasing vanilla and white choco. 


late aroma of Cavendish, there's 
wisually a lot more going on here 
than usual. Medium-cut ribbons of 
black Cavendish are spiked with lib 
Pral amounts of tan and pole Burleys 
and Virginias, The variety of slightly 
short and chunky cuts combined 
with longer strips of burley and 
Virginia promise more complexity 
than all-Cavendish blends. The mix- 
ture was only slightly moist. While 
the mixture was realy to smake, | 
Fourich a cay of air drying decreased 
the amount of puffing needed to 
kecp it stoked. 

Lighting quickly and easily, It 
swiftly settled into a rich, smeaoth 
smoke with hints of hazelnut, cream 
and vanilla, Some of these flavors 
can certainly be attnibuted to flayor- 
ing agents; however, the real plea- 
sure is that the sweet complexity 
also comes from the aged Virginia 
leal and a naturally processed and 
intense Cavendish. [hete wat ne 
bitter aftertaste caused by glycerin or 
other clements often used to sauce 
apomatic tabaccos. [t smoked cool 
and even to the end, leaving only 
ash and virtually no residual odor in 
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the pipe. [‘m confident this is one 
of the better Cavendish mixtures 
avallable—it's a Blend even straight 
English-blend smokers can enjoy. 


Hare: Oniginal Choice is another of 
the aromatic blends trom Mar Baren 
that features Virginia, Burley and 
Cavendish tobaccos, The aroma sug- 
gests some type of berry soaked in 
rum of olher spirits. The compasi- 
liom is mostly dark hrown ta black 
toabaccos with perhaps 3 percent of 
the composition being ribbons of 
golden Burley mixed in. At the first 
ght, the blend was very smooth 
and tasty, with the Virginias add. 
ing a slightly toasted [avar and the 
Burley adding a delicate roundness 
ant body ta the smoke, Although 
the flavors stayed pretty much the 
same throughout the bowl, Original 
Cholce is a nice blend that burns 
smooth, leaving a nice, dry ash. 


Cold of Denmark 
Gace: With a light and pleasing tin 
aroma of honey and cherry, this 
mixture of Black Cavendish, bright 
and aged Virginilas and Burley makes 
some serious promises about what 
fo expect, Most of the mixture is a 
medium nibbon, but there are also 
nugects of sliccd Virginia cake to 
deliver both flavor and complexity. 
Easy to light, Gold delivers great 
smoke volume with minimal pulling. 
The Havered aromatic component is 
very delicate, with light butterscotch 
and fruit overtones. The Burley adds 
a woodsy flavor while the Cavendish 
offers up smoky hints. In every sam- 
ling, the blend became a bit aggres- 
sive halfway down the bow!, deliver: 
ing # bit of bite and heat. This lasted 
only brictly, and the mixture settled 
back down. Giving the pipe a rest at 
this point minimized this tendency. 
smoking dry and cool the rest 
of the way, this tobacoo burned to 
ash with oo dattle or moisture. This 
is am aromatic that discriminating 
aromatic smokers should smoke. [he 
Virginia tobaccos are the most prom- 
Inent aspect of the blend, producing 
most of the sweetness. 1's a treat to 
have an aromatic blend that relies 
primarily on the pobaceds for flavor 
and natural sweet smoking, It has 


Al 


a mild and pleasing cherry-vanilla 
ToOom aroma, creating a happy bal- 
ance for both the puffer and any 
honsmoking companions, Il seems 
likely this will age nicely, given the 
high proportion of Virginia leaf, 


Hass: Gold of Denmark features 
Virginias, Burley and Cavendish. A 
very Pleasant and delicious note of 
vanilla and maple-fMavored pralines 
Watts up as st as the tint is opened, 
Inside is a loose-cut blend of broken 
Hakes, golden-brown mbbons and 
medium to dark brown Cavendish 
cut tobaccos. The tobaccos are mot 
overly moist or goopy. At the hint 
Of the match, both the Burley and 
Virginias make up the initial flaver, 
with the Virginias more prominent 
and the Mavoring agent in the back- 
Fround. Once stoked and burning 
smoothly, | enjoyed the tang of the 
Hurley and the zest of the Virginias 
which, with the Cavendish, delivered 
1 medium sweetness that continwed 
bo develop down the bowl, This one 
is worth a try just for the aroma, but 
the smoking quality and coolmess of 
the blend, including ils smoothness, 
could make it a regular for you if you 
like aromatic blends without the wet 
dotte many of them can leave. 


Vanilla Cream Flake 

Ceace: This blend is unabashedly ara- 
matic, with a spicy honey and vanil- 
la tinh aroma. Once again, though, 
aquick visual inspection illustrates 
the care taken to create this light- 
ly broken flake. Flecked with dark 
browns and tans, the slices are rela- 
lively intact, You simply don't waste 
Hime and expense caking and aging 
a taba wriless it's good leaf. Ana 
the leaf does deliver, whether left 
intact of lightly rubbed. 

With the aromatic casing, | didn’t 
note any of the subthe differences. 
you get in Make versus rubbed-out 
babaocas that don't have flavor acdkedi- 
tives, There were definite notes of 
honey and vanilla, but the use of 
aromatic casing was light enough 
that the particular character of 
smoaih Virginia and that excellent 
Mac laren Black (Cavendish came 
through, There was generous smoke 
TOlUMe and minimal moisture gen- 
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erated throughout the smoke—a 
real differentiation between this and 
many aromatics. And if you're an 
aromatic smoker who wants to see 
the benefits of aging tobacco, this is 
a great choice, The Virginia should 
age nicely while still retainitig an 
aromatic character. 


Hari: Mac Haren has created a clis- 
Linctive arcinatic blend with vanilla 
cTeam-Aavared Cavendish added to 
matured Virginias and presented as a 
flake cut. The delicious aroma comes 
up as s00n as the tin is opened and 
readily scents the room. The slabs, 
which were easily broken apart, were 
suitable for loading without drying, 
but T still allowed it te air outa while, 
Camposition is golden Virginia with 
darker matured Virginia and black 
Cavendish. Once im a bowl, It lit 
easily and immediately scented the 
air and filled the nase with a mild 
but definite creamy vanilla character, 
and the flavor of the vanilla cream 
easily came through in the taste 
yet did not overwhelm the delicate 
flavors of the tobacco. The Virginia 
base toebaccos have a flavor of light 
ta meciviin matured Virginias with a 
delicate, natural sweetness. By mid- 
bowl, most of the vanilla cream 
flavoring had dissipated, leaving the 
Virginias to continue to blossom and 
letting them peak toward the bottom 
af the bowl. Vanilla Cream burned 
shave arid smoath with a slaw, soft 
puffing chythm and did not bite. 
Still, this blend could be proveked 
to overheat if smoked too fast or 
hard. Sip it and enjoy it, amd lt could 
become a favorite for you and should 
Please any crowel around You. 


Mixture Flake 
race: Few manufacturers create a 
true sliced flake. These perfect caked 
and neatly sliced mottled brown and 
gold Makes are a teal testament ta Lhe 
tobwcce miker's skill, Dappled with 
Burley, a very small acount of black 
Cavendish and a boatload of aged 
Virginia, Mixture Flake offers a pun- 
gent tin aroma of honey. However, 
if you lowe Virginia blends and ashy 
awiny from aromatics, dant let this 
ATOM pt you wet, 

The perfectly moist flakes can be 


left whole, loosely packed inte the 
bowl or rubbed out to your liking. 
Because theyre so tightly packed In 
the tin, | felt they burned more read. 
ly when given a couple days of dry. 
ing with the lid removed, Whether 
left whele or slightly rubbed out for 
smaller bowls, Mixture Flake lit cas- 
lly amd delivered Impressive smoke 
volume. Despite the aromatic tin 
arama, What came through im the 
pulfing wad a great tlavar of Virginia 
leaf. The Burley was muted and the 
black Cavendish added a pleasing 
smoky undertone. It burned evenly 
and dryly to ash, leaving no residual 
anoma in the fowl. 

The sugary flakes do tend to burn 
het, so careful puffing was in orcer, 
This blend should age beautifully. 
This is a Ane Virginia blend that can 
be enjoyed by aromatic smokers but 
definitely deserves consideration by 
arly smaker whic appreciates a nich 
Virginia flake with smoothness ana 
complexity, 


Hans: This blend is similar in appear- 
ance and composition to Vanilla 
Cream bul with a slightly darker cal- 
Of and fess of the folden Virginia 
im the mix. As the mame indicates, 
the blend is presented in flake form, 
and Mac Baren has included a picto- 
fial leaflet im the tin on how they rec- 
ommend it be packed: by folding the 
slabs and placing them directly into 
the bowl. | still preferred to rub the 
blend out. There is a delicate flavor- 
ing added for a pleasant aroma. Once 
lit, there was a light Mavor that may 
have been rum ar honey, and the 
uriderlying tobacco had a langy note 
mixed With @ nutty nate from the 
Burley and a delicate sweeties: from 
the Cavendish. Trying to pick up 
the nuances of the different tobac- 
cos after the blend was stoked led 
to overheating the blend, even with 
a sLow rhythm. As the bowl devel- 
oped, the nuances came mare tatu. 
rally without effort. This is a very 
delicate blend and the flavor differ- 
ences between the tobaccos used are 
very subtle. The balance ls excellent, 
so that no one component tohacce 
DVETPOWeERrs any Of the others, Eather, 
they each contribute to the character 
of the blend together. Iss | 
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Male Vaor Own Pped ot Anne! 

With mo prior experience and with only 
basic cols you can jean to carve heir 
low pps. Everything you need i 
availabe trom PIM, Are source for 
pipe making supplic for both th: 
Tice Wel (he 2oVance Pipe cramer. 








STEP BY STEP IN 


TRUCTION 








Order PIMO's Guide 1 Pipe-Craftiny 
at Hom:, “the Bible of vipe making” for 
over a quarter of & cewmary. Compler: 
Instruction. Li? pages. Profusely [Ihus 
goted, £18.00 (plus$3.50 poctagel 
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TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 








Briar blocks, Sten, Tools and Finishing 
Supplies are likted in our FREE 
cilalog. To pel yours, write bo: FIM, 
Buticrnot Lane. Pa. Box 2043, Mlan- 
Chester (Center, VT 03255 or call: (2) 
362-3371, 9 am. to 5 pam weekdays. 
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Alfred Dunhill Ltd. 


honors Keith and Tiffany Rumbo 


[re New Cites tis suurricmer, du rirkg the annual Intemational 
Premiturn Cigar asicl pe Retailers Astociation track stacey, & tall 
group gathered in a private dining room at the famous Armeanicl’s 
resturant toe honor Keith and Tittany Rumbo of Sar Ammonia, 
Texas, with the first Alfred Dunhill Ltd. White Spot award. 

The whilte spot 45 perhaps the most recomlzable symbol in 
all of pipedem, having adomed Dunhill pipes for nearhy WO 
years. In the 1920s, Dunhill produced White Spot prometional 
displays for tobaco retilers, Lie-sive hand sculptures, (hey were 
| mgireally chesiprietl to mele! Durinill leather clrivinig ACES tui 
were also excellent for displaying pipes. In the 1950s ard “Gs 
they were again used, but labeled with the Dunhill name rather 
than the White Spot trademark. Now, Kalmon Hener, the pen- 
éfal manager of Alfred Quill Ltd.'s smoking diviston, has res- 
Wetted the original White Spot cisplays anc other White Spar 
lheins, Working with WA usc City Miaractirig Or Nastiville, [eriri,, 
the US, dettriteuter for Chanfkull PpMes arn SEM KIrns ACCeSSOTIES, 
to further enhance the White Spot symbol. 

But Dunhill recogmines that the best promotional campaigns 
are only as mood as the retallers who carry the products, and the 
Rumbes’ five Cluh Humider tobacco shopd in San Antonio are 
anborg the hest. “They have great product representation,” says 
Cais Fetts, sales miarager for Music City Marketing. “Po this 
avail We were lemakirnpy for excellent sales cf Ceurhill preshucts, 
meat customer service ard loyalty to the brared.” 

Club Humidor has a history of Dumbhill loyalty. Keith's father, 
Ralph, known to evervorve as “the Colorel," started the business 
In 1982 with the purchase of The Humidor shop and expanded 
from there. Raloh smoked Dunhills himself and smoked only 
thee 440? Denk prinee stiape on a shel firish, Fle paaisel away in 
PUM Enis fis Presence is “till keassaly helt, “Eis office is still exactly 
as he left it,” said Tittany at the dicuwver at Amaucd’s, “His pipe is 
sl om his desk—it's like he'll be back any minute.” 


ra 
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Much of the comvenation at the awand dinner revolved 
arc chermories of Ralph Rurotes, He ancl his ewerpresent pipe 
were so respected in the industry that Deonhill has produced a 
spscialssdition pine in his honor, “The Coborvel” series of pipes 
has just started production, the firs being the “Colonel” pipe, 
a shell 4407 numbered 1-13. Next i the "Sylvia" (Ralph's wite’s 
name is Sylvia}, a bruvere 4407 numbered 1-13. These will be 
follawed next year with two more finishes carrying on the 
theme, These pipes are available onby at Cou Muir. 

Senewhere after charrepaigenie, Wine arpa appetizers, ret 
before dinner and dessett, Reith and Tiffany were surprised Dy 
the White Spot award. They didn't realize why everyone was 
there until that moment, though they must have wondered 
about the group gathered. Assembled were such luminaries as 
Kalmon Hener of Dunhill; Steve Wikon, production dinector 
at lrumiill: Aunsom Sisson, presicberat a haekic: Cary Marketirng: 
Chis Felts; and author Richard Colton Hacker. The award was 
impressive: a gold-plated Dunhill magnum on a briar base, 
perfectly suited for a retail shop as dedicated to Dunhill pipes 
as Club Humidor. Pais! 


Clb Hunrider nay be contacted af www ,.clubhumicor.com 
oat (he following addresses: 

Club Aeniador-Huebrer OChaks 

fi/4s [Hh 10 West Ste i440 

San Alntonia, A * R230 

210-558-7700) 


Club Hurnider-Chuarry Market 
255 East Basse Ste $446 

han Antonia, TA Fa20e 
JIG 8-1 26! 
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Chris Felts, Kalmon Hener, Keith and 
Tiffany Rurnbo, Arron Sissom 








Prohibition by 
increments 


BY STEPHEN A, ROSS 


Velvet Glove, Iron Fist: A History of Anti-Smoking reveals 
fhe anti-smoking movement's ultimate motive 


“From the very outset, the people of 
the (4d World were divided between 
Leake who swillly became enamored al 
bohaeso and these who found the smell 
Lryphea sarit ark tie habst depraved” (1 1- 
2) wiites Chnstopher Snowdon in his 
groursd-breaking, well-researched and riv- 
eting Vehet Giow, Jon Fist A History af 
ALE Sankirig. 

An independent researcher whostucied 
history at England's Lancaster University, 
enaowilon thuig thigh piles of scientific 
mepeorts, meting: tries are histerical 
documents to chronicle the anti-smoking 
movement from its earliest days, revealing 
a Tise-amd-fall pattern of SOO years of anti- 
amoking sentiment intending to samp 
CUE GOpaOO Le erin. Lach) ce ererit 
achieved a level of success but ultimately 
resaaltend ict fixie, 

snowden chronices the anti-smoking 
movements around the world but closety 
examines their impact im the Unibed States 
ard Creal Britain. 

The anti-smoking mowemvent in the 
Liribed States pained cement in. the 
eany 20Gh century as machine-made 
cCaarettes gained popularity, providing 
more people a cheap albemative to smoxe. 
Rooted in the Temperance movement, 
anti-smoking advocates bobbled states to 
ban the sale and compton of ciga- 
reties are] Vowed] to achieve a sopokeless 
Ametion by 1925. By 190? 13 states hac 
banred cigarette sales anid use, 

The outbreak of World War [ effec- 


tively ended thee anti-smoking movement 
in the US. for almost 40 years. Cigarettes 
and tobacco pouches: became standard 
suc for American Doughboys heading 
to Darope, Dobaioos woe by sokliers wits a 
widespread that anti-tobacco sentiment 
was almost comsicered treasonous, “Every 
war simce the 17th century led to an 
upsurge ln tobacco use ... but nome had so 
dramatic effect as... World War L" ($3) 
As Cifaretle smoking peached urypren: 
edenbed populanty ir. the inter-war years, 
medical privessionals began coaking 
anccdoal observation of smoking and 
hung cancer cases. Naz Germany led the 
world im funding for scenthfic studies 
linking smoking god hung canoer. Hitler's 
Crererkny "epmbarked on an Loiprececke rit 
0 Carma agaist SmKing. Aged 
premdices against tehaoco were wehbe 
to theones of racial byitene, cugenics, 
public health and Social Darwinism to 
hecome a potent political force” (71) 
Today's anthtiohaceo lobbyists lave 
much io admire fram the Nari regime. 
Hitler Barina stockirys in public places, 
Taise taxes om tobacco amd placed restric- 
fon: on advertisements, However, on 
stot. 1, 1939, the Nazis invaded Poland, 
sparking World War 0. Cigarette con- 
SLIM ption soared once again, and by war's 
end, more than half al American men 
and a thinl of American wore soaked, 
“Wit Tied once aguin exer a Goon to bine 
Cpartte companies but tobecoo indhus- 
ty insiders were becoming imcreasingly 
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uncomfortable about the effects their 
products were having on health.” (77) 

li would Lake wnotil 1968 for an anitl- 
SITICKKI YL gency) tee farm wher joann 
Tarhaat 1 fermed Action or Srrickinyg 
and Health (ASH) and started lobbying for 
nOsOkers’ mynts. 

Dretalling the work of ASH and other 
anti-tohaoce zealots, Snowdban's strongest 
and most compelling chapters reveal the 
movement's alliance with government 
Health obticials, resulting in a slippery 
slope of Theborcke ancl law that Casa as an 
cifom to remove tobacco advertising on 
television in the 1960s and has descended 
to today’s demand for outright tobacco 
prohibition. 

In 192, MEP ReCIE Creneral ese Steifeks 
called for public smoking bars, causing 
“the first significant wave of wnti-smok- 
ime activity simor the war ...." (L11-112) 
The ensuing push for nonsmoking scc- 
tions in restaurants and public transpar- 
talion marked a sitmificant shift in the 
antieiahacs mavement’s itralegy from 
Bthacatirgg pecole alscnat srrkirig bo seere- 
Rating Srrickers, 

The anti-sapoking movement soon 
embrced the secomcthand smoke theory, 
thinking that its position would become 
more popular if it could claim that smox- 
ing fanned the health of nonsmokers, 
regard leis Gt truth. Snceettlon write: that 
ScleTitiets waa epidemiological stucties fer 
the “first the to identify rativer than 
explain an epidemic.” (140) 


Snowiden plices the development of 
the public health movement in the Last 
Quarter of the 20th century in the con- 
text of the merical commumity’s failure 
lo achieve significant medical advanc 
a Wt the atthe AECL SE CO ag oCas 
diseases il but won, Europeans and 
AMmeTICNs survived long enouirch to che of 
old age—miost often through heart discase 
or camccr.” (146) He ates a comferemer in 
the Soviet Unien in 1978, in which the 
World Health Organization changed the 
Geinition of health from “absence al 
(ness” to “a state of corplege ptiysical, 
muerte ared scactal weell-beimgr” (147) 

Throughout the 1980s, arrti-smoking 
advocates adopted measures to de-nor- 
malize smokers. As part of this strategy, 
Lhey developed a policy of pursuing lim 
ited bans with loophotes oo that they 
coun inerermertalhy mire towearl fetal 
bas. Arid the movement hid support 
from officials in Washington, D.C. While 
no schentific stuchy could link secondhand 
smoke with lung cancer, Surgeon General 

~ Everett Koop overstated the link 

And covernunyent's suppor of the arti 
bobaocd movermerkt cid’: eric with: Rew. 
In [S65 the Environmental Protection 
Agency lowered its sclemtiic stardards to 
allow mull studies and weak associations 
In epidemlological study results to be 
accepted a5 positive associations, “deceiv- 
ing the American public on a erand scale,” 
(175) 

With each small secoess, the an. 
bohacoo lobby’s fervor grew and its mis- 
son chamned. Instead of improving pub- 
lic Frealth, bt wished to destroy the tohacon 
industry. 

Wile fotaood oomriparies worked tr 
create Saher cigareties—withh 10) Sch 
PrMcts TECKivin patents imam 1975 ty 
2000—arrtis tiled against them becuse 
they “would not remove the nuisance of 
secondhand spoke, would not lead to 
the destruction of the tohacos Industry 
and might work against their efforts to 
peTsiiacte sriokers bo cauit.” (1B) 

Another potenti reascm for the anias’ 
adamant stance against safer Ggurettes 
may stem from the movement's support 
by bit pharmaceutical companies, winich 
had isolated nicotine and developed micc 
Line patches and gum. With the passage 
at eactt bar, sales of altemative nicotine 
delivery systems mee, 1 ricotine come 
be nemved entirely from tebecoo prod- 
ucts, then it would climinatc a person's 


desi fo smoke and 
phammaceutical com- 
panies would be the 
only nbontine providers. 
With wach alternalives 
avallahie, g9ass-reects 
anti-smoking dc} wcy- 
cates begin to whew the 
SITIOKCT, Tot smoking, a5 
the villain. “hor the first 
time since the Nazi era 
it became acceplahle ta 
openly chescriie a srcaip 
ot Paar, Deirngs as 
“Blthy" or “dire without 
inviting censure,” (264) 

As the battle agalnst 
smoxing winds down, 
Snowdarn predicts that 
the lobkyises, lawyers 
aril adwenstes will take 
aim on alcoteol, fatty 
forts amd cnvirommen- 
tal pollutants. “With the 
“smoking  #pldenic” 
well under control, 
Lael cricuril ibensiwes againish Une 


coe 
mity epademic,” tee “Orn xine epicherrix 
art the “gambling epidemic,” anguirg: 
that these problems cost money ard are 
thus a matter of public health. “Drecorian 
legislation is embraced by thase In pov- 
emmment because they feel compelled to 
act and because hey are imimered in a 
pealitical Cirriate thst is a apecsal ypRtie: ims it 
is paariteninay,” (580) 

Snowdon identifies the antis as partici- 
pating in a morality movement that has 
Tepaced reiizion of the soul by religion 
of the body masquerading a& science- 
aed) @vicbenioe, Senecio finde na dilfer 
enoe bepeen bohaooo's historical ervernses 
through S00 years of history—"fir: sate- 
ty, Christianity, Islam, public morality, 
nationaiism, tcdal hygienc, economics, 
environmentalism, public decency, soclal- 
iam anid facion"—and its current enemies 
now, Who we health as thelr crutch, 
descTibing Them && “rew skins, old wine,” 
(357) 

Regarding its increasingly rediculous 
claims of the hans. of smoking, including 
thirdhand smoke theary, which claims 
that smoke particles absorbed im clothing 
can raise health risk, Snowdon warns that 
the arrti-totsacon hobs witch Mer ray 
uilticnistely Feil, Cracking Cant Corti, whe 
GescTibasdd gt-smokinge eihorts as a “omiser- 
able fiasco” in hus 1931 Alston of Snokieryg, 
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VELVET GLOVE, IRON FIST 





Snowdon concludes, “They would do 
Wel fo remind theniselves that mary 
of the anti-smoking crusades of the last 
five hundred years seemed unstoppabe 
must before they collapsed beneath the 
hubris and hyperbole of their advocates 
... fexay's antiamoking movermvernt may 
be influential, wealthy and uniteuchalbte 
Part only by avoiding a “miserable fiasco 
TELE it Ee Hint a (a1 

While Sreowdorm maintains a meutral 
tone throwehout his comprchensive tell- 
ing of the SO0+year history of the anti- 
smoking crusade, the subject's very mature 
i Sure bo raise inkermse passions on both 
Sites Gt Loe isso, Theraugh his PevView of 
fie secure) smoke evden, he clear- 
ny Ports out that mo stacy has yet shown 
a significant link between secondhand 
smoke amd harm to health. Velvet Glove, 
fron Fist ths frames the anti4 in a darmn- 
ing light, Uhuminating their half-truths, 
fies aired Wwillhil statistical rriartipadlatiogs to 
achieve their inicderarit eruls, 

Tlaced in its histoncal context, 
Snowdan's conclusions prowide Tope for 
bowers of the leaf that some day in the 
not-s-istant Funune OOM sense ared 
IMmerance will once again prevail. 

Velet Glow. Ini Fist is available al 
Select bookstores, Ackesoen cor ric wea, 
reheri governs comyaiecy, pap r page 
A=? ?, Pes] 





Daughters & Ryan, a tobacco company based in Smithfield, 6, camed a reputation in the roll 
VOurown tobacco scmmment for providing top-quality blends for discemung commoisscurs. Now 
Mark Ryan, owner of the company, is bringing his blends to the pipe tohacco market in 40+-pram 
tins, 34-ounce canisters and 14-ounce bags. 

Wirdsail features blencs of 100 percent fluc-cured gold leaf tobacoa, Rirboucte A.P, features 
a blend of fluecured gold-leat Virginias and Acadian Perkque from St. Jarmnmes Parish, La, Athey 
Old Timer’s Blend isa seonet recipe of tobeccos that form an anematic and flavor) Glen Twa Timer i a blend of air-cured Burley 
tohaccos that are double-toasted to enharvce the flavor, character and complexity, Rowland is a classic European-style Virginia- 
based blend of Qfue-cuned tobacoos balanced with al-cured Burley tobaccos and enhanced by complementary flavoring. Ramback 
features a blend of superbor Turkish tobaccos that feature exotic matural Nayors and a smooth Oriental tobacco taste. 

DAK tohacons are available at tohaceo shops across the country. Locate pour nearest DAR dealer by conlacting Daughbers & 
Ryan al 866.942.7464. 





The Tobeccontit Handbook: The Essential Guide to Cigars and Pipes 
mone than 120 custom images and graphics. With its glossary in excess. of 4400 words amd tems, The Tobacconist Handbook 
Is an essential guide to claars and pipes. 
Inside the book readers will enjoy a forward by Jorge L. Padpin and chapters dedicated to topics such a4 cigar tobaces 
warielies, cigar anatomy, pipes and pipe tobacco, how bo maintain a lighter, cigar preservation and a Lasting schol, 
The Tobacconist Hemdbook 6 avellvhle at Amazon.com. 





Savinelll tobaccas 

Savinelli tobaccos have been sold in 
Rurope for more than 30 years and have 
evolved into some of the fimest amok- 
ing blends produced by master German 
tobacco blender. These blencks are mow 
available in the United States, 


FEB Catalogue No. XX, 1912 
Cm the heels of , 
Confessions of a 
Pipeman and the 
reprint of Alfred 
Dumhill's 1928 
Abou! Smoke catalog, 





Gary HB. Schrier’s 
publishing endeavor, Briar Books 
ress, has released yet another 
ttle: BRA Catalogue No. AA, 1912. 
At 430-plus pages, there has never 
heen a pipe catalog to rival it, 
Accompanying the work is a free, 
all-color, 20-page reprint of BB's 
history at its cemtenary in I|4/, 
Order online at www.briirbaoks. 
com, or by mail at Briar Books 
Press, 14229 Bethel-Burley Road 
SE, Port Orchard, WA 98367, Cast 
is $40 postpaid, 


GL. Pease's Chelsea Morning 


The first release in G.L. Pease’s Old London series, Chelsea Moming ts made from sweet red and yellow Virginia ——— 
tohacocs, fragrant Onentals, rich Cyprus Latalija and some Acadian Perique from St. Jamves Parish. 
‘The tohaoco is blended in layers and then briefly pressed to integrate the flavors before being sliced and 
tumbled inte steort ibbons, which creates a broken-Hake and risbonscut tobacep that's easy to pack and smoke. 
GL. Pease tohacoos an availible at fine tobacoonists tistionwide, Ta locate your mane Pras chealer, visit 
the GL. Pease Web site at wees gies our. 


a2 


Cavendish is a mixture of carefully selected bright mature Virginias, light 
brown Burieys and tobacco from Maryland with Onental leaves. 

Aroma is a full-bodied blend with the mveet aroma of almonds topped with 
bourbon and vanilla flavors. 

English Mixture is a classic blend at ViINginias anc 4H) percerit Latakia with 
bright Burley added to round out the flaver. 

Special presents an extremely bright, carchully selected Virginia tobaccy and 
toasted Borley with a bit of Java tobacco. 

Mr. G Black Cavendish is a nch, smooth aromatic blend of Black Cavendish, 
sweet Virginias and nutty Burley with vanllla and chocolate flavors. 

These blends are available at dedicated tobacco retailers across the country. 
To locate your nearest Savinelli dealer, contact Savinelli at 1002 Morrisville 
Parkway, PO. ox 326, Monisville, NC 27560; ptiene: 919-441 .0511; fax: 
919.481 1948; e-mail: savineliPemnadsening.com;, Web site: www, servings, 
CORR, 











Mark Tinsky Christmas pipe 
Mark Tinsky carved his first Christmas 
Pipe exclusively for John 8. Hayes 
Tobacconist in 19835. This year marks 
the 27th consecutive year of Tinsky 
making a (Christmas pipe. The 27th 
anniversary edition features a medium- 
sized bow], a short Cumberland ferrule 
and a military bit. 

Avallable in 11 fimishes as well as 
Tinksy’s (AGB series featuring briar 
Linal’s at least 35 years old, the Mmited.- 
edilion pipes are stamped with the 


Design Berlin Premier pipes 
Started in West Berlin during 
the Cold War, and mow made in 
Germany's historic biggest pipe- 
producing region, Thuringia, Design 
Berlin offers an amalgamation of 
Ane modern (erin engineering 
and Old World design aesthetic, 

Available at tobacco shops 
nationwide, locate pour closest Design Berlin dealer by contacting James 
Norman Ltd. at 218-4 South Van Brunt St., Englewood, NJ] 07631; phone: 
AU.$25 4629; fax: 201.227.1642; e-mail: fantesnornanliateaal. cor. 





logo of Tinsky's company, American 
Smaking Pipe Co. To order, contact 
Mark Tinsky at 300 High St, P.O. Box 
13, Wolf Creck, MT 59648: Web site at 
Wan mranioke. com. 


Park-Lane Kaywoodie 

Kaywoodie pipes aril Park-Lane 
Taobacconist/Cigarsandpipes. 
com have introduced the 
new Handmade SuperGrrain 


Kaywoodie pipes. 

A mew series based on 
the CWwersize Handmade 
Kaywoodies and Handmade 
superorain Kaywoodies from 
the 194405 and 19505, the new 
SuperGrain Kaywoodies feature 
larger bowLs. 

Available in a variety of standard shapes, the pipes are made from extra- 
quality plateau briar and are Atted with push tenon vuleanite stems, The 
pipes feature a light walnut or the dark brown chestnut finish and are 
stamped with original factory stamps. 

Handmade SuperGrain Kaywoodic pipes arc available exclusively through 
Park-Lane Tobacconist at 516.371.6274 and its Web slte www.cizasandpipes. 
CORK. 





Tobacco and Its Use 
The thitd edition of Tobacco amd is Use, a bibliagraphy of penodical literature, essays, short shores, 
potms, theses and dissertations, book chapters, book reviews, quotations and comparable sources of 
all things tobacco, 1s mow available. 

Compiled by Eugene Umberger, the book contalms an extensive table of contents as well as an 
index of topical categories to help readers search the approximately 12,400 citations. 

The book may be ordered by contacting Umberger at 2210 Nicolet Drive, No. 3, Green Bay, Wil 
54311; e-mail: ceonbenertcbe rbd! net. 





Alberto Bonfiglioli Christmas pipe 
Alberto Honfigiioll, plpemaker to the world, makes a small group of special 
pipes for Christmas each year. The 2009 edition ls a smooth bulldog with a 
round shank and a sterling silver engraved band, Making approximately 25 § 
Christmas pipes every year, Bonfiglioli sells the pipes for $250), 

Ta order an Alberta Bonfiglioll Christmas pipe, contact him through his 
Web site at wow. borAgiiotoioe. if, 
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CORPS Pipe Show 


The 26th Annual CORPS (Conclave Of Richmond Pipe Soakers) 
Pipe Smokers’ Celebration and Exposition will be held Friday, | 


ct 1, through Sunday, Oct. 3, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Select- 
Koger South Conference Center, 10800 Midlothian Turnpike, 


Richmond, ‘Va, Mention the CORPS or “pipe smokers* for | 
special roomates. Ror more information or to reserve a table, | 


oomtact (OORPS at PaO. Box 2464, Chesterield, WA 235842; 
pivone: Wd SOF 61: earmnail: con Lee Tae PETC CU; Wiel 
site: WHA COrpEnesrrck ers ry, 


New York Pipe Show 

The fifth annual Pipe Swap Spectacular will be held on 
malurday, Dec. 4, 2008, starling al 10 a.m. al the Wyndham 
Hotel, 
apecal roam tates are available by asking abcut the pipe 
show ciscoumt, Tote! mservations may be made by calling 
973.824.4000. Mor information may be obtained by con- 
tacting Richard Esserman at 238 Aycrige Ave. Unit D, Passaic, 
hs] OF 055; e-mail: rhonablentelnraolcom. 


{formerly Ramada) Newark Internalional Airport 


Milwaukee Pipe Show 


The Milwaukee Area Pipe Society (MAS) Will host its DOR | 


Annual Pipe ShowsSwap on Saturday, June 79, 2010, at 
the Clarion Hetel and Conference Center, Ainport, 3411 
Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53207. Contact the hotel at 


414.481.2400 for reservations, mentioning the show for spe- | 


clal room rates. For complete show, information, corvtact the 
Milwaukee Area Pipe Society at PwC. Hox 174, Elm Grove, Wl 
Sa12240174: Web site: 
contact Tom Pellowski at tials worconr, 


Ralelgh Pipe Show 
[he Triangle Area Pipe Sovokers (APS) will host the 13th 


HAP RCo ee CR, CIT | 


annual TAPS Fipe and Tobacco Expo om Saturday, April 10, | 
AQT, trod FS an, to 430k pi, at the Narth Carolina State | 
airgrcnricds in the Craverrpar |arries Cr, hlartin Ficilirtg, Raleigh, | 


BC. Bor mare information contact TAPS at $19,848 OMS: | 
mia: pieschiencor.com, Web site: wow, fapscte. is, 


St. Lowis Pipe Show 
The St. Louis Pipe Club will host the 22nd annual Gateway 


Area Pipe Show and Swap on Saturday, Meb. 20, 2010. [rom | 


Yam. to 5 p.m., at the lear of St, (charles Fiaricguet Cleriber, 


1410 5, Fifth St. St. Charies, MO 63901, Locking for the ever | 


may be found at Quality Inn & Suites at 1425 §. Fifth’ at, St. 
Charles, MO) 63301; phone: 636.946.6936. Make a reservation 


and mention the show by jan. 20 to receive a special rocrrk, rate ! 


of $65. Smoking ls welcome at both locations. For informathon, 
comlact Jay Milton at 56 Glen keho, Glen Carbon, I. 62044; 


prece: 618.2388, 2000); or Gots (Callaway at 220 Pralle Laree. ‘st. 
Charles, Mt) 64308; phone; 656.946.6335, \] 
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Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 


Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 


4norrins.com 

40 Count St. 
Middlebury, VT 05754 
RE 2, Leo 

SO 364.5126 


Al Pascia 

WW as NA 
Via Torino 61 
20125 Milan, Maly 
+3502 8645. 0597 
459,02 8645 2727 


Jeppe Aakjers Vej 9 
S400 Ebcliott 
Deerumark 
+45.8654. 1007 


Cigar & Tabac, Ltd. 
6808 W. 105th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
O13. 581 5507 


(oup O}os's 

VAY CLIPS CONE 

759 State Re, 

Suite TD 

Queenshury, NY 12R0M 
S16.61 5.0107 

EE eG 


Davidus Cigars Ltd, 
(six locations) 

OWA cl ides eis. 
BO See OS TO 


(Chatham Station Center 
9180 Baltimore National 
Pike 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 
410.450 48170) 


Westridge Center 
LOTS West Putrack St, 
Frederick, MI} 21702 
301.662.6605 


Shady Grove Conter 
13922 Shady Grove Road 
Gaitherstur, MD 20877 
301 963.8400 


Shoppes of Olney 

41146 Olney-Sandy Spring 
Rexad 

Olney, MD 20832 

3A 2.0 BR 


(Cabin John Shopping 
Caenber 

73? Tuckerman Lane 
Potomac, MD 20854 
201 SRS. 646 


Tuming Point Center 
8925 Fingerboard Road 
Urbana, MID 21704 
301.874.1100 


De La Concha 

WH aeons hl. Corl 
13%) 6th Ave. & 57th St 
Mew York, NW 10019 
1s oro Loe? 

A CHAR OM 

(O85 2442704) 


Father's (three locations) 
Wa der storenc conn 
Ao Ooo 3244 


Store Warehouse 
Leech. 

25 Allegheny Avenue 
Towsen, MD 21204 
410 326.4555 


Valley Village Shopping 
(aenber 

G73 BReitterstown Koad 
Chines Mills, MD 21117 
410 363.7 799 


40 West Shopping Center 
728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
410.744.9000 


| Greentree Tobacco Co. inc. 


137 Egg Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, PM] CRO) 
B56 04 1 


Habana Premium Smoke 
Ss Facey ng ve 

Exclusive retailer of Seattle 
Pipe Club Blends 

1547 Central Ave. 

Albany, WY 12205 
18.690. 1293 
BOO) 40.4 O) 24 


Iwan Ries & (an, 
ee Pes OU 
195. Wahash 
Chicago, 1. 6603 
AM. 62 1.1457 


Neatltpes 

MA ees ony 
Via Hajech 2 

20129 Milano, [taly 
0039 345 384 8552 


Park-Lane Tobacoonist 
pork keteinbacctan cot 
“lh Darklarietoiecconist, cont 
15 Park Ave. 

Clifton Park, W¥ 12065 
518.37 1.6ASH (6274) 


Payless Pipes 

20] Saint Charlies Ave, 
Hox 4 

Mew Orleans, LA 40170 
Be a ra? 


Pipes 2 Smoke 
Wee Oke COM 

37? Hddelle Ave. #1721 
Toronto, Ontario i6a 1K 
416.946.1538 
Baa 782 1410 









Pulvers Briar 

we oes corn 
PO. Hox 61146 

Palo Alte, CoA Sb 
Hall VAs. 7s 


WH, SRO Tes Cor 
2 East Hey. 90 

Litthe River, SC 29466 
843251 944 


The Giniar Patch 

Aree. Fair Mil! 

WH, Gran ich. biz 

[689 Arden Wary, Suite 2006 
Sacramento, (24 95815 
916.929 4965 

RAG. 215.4445 


The Boary Pipe & Tobacce 
Shop 

we, Hrenriary cot 

609 OCak Grove Road 
Homewood, AL 35204 

205 942 0001 

Bi? a2? aero 


Up Down Cigar 
WH, Wp eT CO 
1550 North Wells 
(Chicago, IL 60610 


| SIZ S37 BO2S 


BOOS? 3696 


| Uptown’'s Smoke Shop 
RW ut rs .0oFr 


4001 Hillsboro Road 


| Nashville, TN 37215 


615.292.9576 


| BRR.292 95/6 


Pipes and tobaccos 


magazine 
PRIME. Retailers. 





Visit us today! 
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Marta pipe by Foolo Becker + Photo by Chuck Staniart 











[ 


| 


> 


About The Briary i . = 
You'll find southern ® . 
a. 


hospitality and charm at 

its best when you visit 

our vintage, fully restored 
1899 farmhouse shop in 
Homewood, Alabama. 
Yankees are welcome. Enjoy 
a pipe LL Our smoking Foor, 
relax in the ambience of 
The Briary and browse our 
extensive pipe and tobacco 
selections, We'll treat you 
to a cup of coffee and some 
great conversation. The 


Briary, with more than 55 





years of staff experience, 
servin ie discriminatin 2 pipe 
smokers everywhere. Y'all 


COME, 


VISIT QUR STORE © 
609 Oak Grove Hoad 
Homewood, AL 35204 

We do not have a catale 






Home of the best values in quality pipes, 
including Cavicchi, Northern Briars and the 


superb ae latelietets pipes of Birmingham carver 
Skip ‘a litelae 








CONTACT US 
Tel: 8? ?-3BRIARY 
or é//-d2f-42 79 
Fax: 205-942-9080 


Visit our Wiventory at www.fhebnary.com 





Californias finest pipe and tobacco shop. 
www.Driarpatch.bDiz 


More than 200 bulk and tinned tobaccos 


DRIAR Parcn 


Arden Fair Mall 
1689 Arden Way, Suite 7006 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
Toll Free : 866-215-6345 
In Calif.: 916-929-8965 
cho | E+naik infet’briarpatch. biz 
fa www. briarpatch. biz 








